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‘War doesn’t discriminate. Everybody gets hurt.’

A battle to save Fallujah wounded

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq
here was a drumbeat. A

I battle was looming.
Negotiations with the
insurgents in Fallujah were

failing. Coalition troops were
massing. Would the offensive
kick off? If so, when? What
would it be like?

The staff at the Air Force
Theater Hospital watched
this. They listened to this.
They waited.

“Suddenly,” said Dr. (Col.)
Ted Parsons, deputy com-
mander of the hospital, “the
helicopters started dropping
out of the sky.”

The helicopters would come
for days, day and night, ferry-
ing wounded from the battle-

field, filling the operating
rooms and the beds of the hos-
pital with human carnage —
American soldiers and Ma-
rines, Iraqi National Guard
and police, enemy combat-
ants and civilians.

SEE HOSPITAL ON PAGE 8

A taste of home

From Europe to Iraq, troops
give thanks and chow down

Pages 4-5

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes
Above: Three soldiers from the 369th Transportation Company, from left, 1st Sgt. David Dibble,

Spc. David Kingsland and Staff Sgt. Ken Colson, toast the holiday Thursday at a dining facility at Logistics
Support Area Anaconda, Iraq. Thanksgiving dinner was served in dining facilities across Iraq.

Right: Col. Phil Smith,

of the 1st
64th Replacement Company’s dining facility on Thursday at Rhein Main Air Base, Germany. Patrons were
treated to a spread with entrees including turkey, prime rib, roast beef, ham, cornish hen, roast duck,

crab legs, trout and lobster tail, complete with all the trimmings.

serves up

dinner at the

™

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes
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Martha Stewart appeal: The gov-
ernment urged a federal appeals
court in New York to uphold the con-
viction of Martha Stewart, arguing
that “overwhelming evidence” support-
ed the guilty verdict
against the celebrity
homemaker.

Stewart, serving a
| five-month sentence

ata West Virginia pris-
on, had argued to the
2nd U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals that prose-
cutors improperly sug-
gested at her trial that
she was charged with
insider trading.

The appeals court is
unlikely to hear oral
arguments in the case until early next year
and probably will not rule on the appeal be-
fore Stewart leaves prison.

Stewart

Heart attack killed soldier’s mom: A
woman who collapsed and died hours after
viewing the body of her son killed while serv-
ing in Iraq suffered a heart attack, Arizona au-
thorities said.

Karen Unruh-Wahrer, 45, had atheroscle-
rotic cardi disease,
known as hardening of the arteries, which led
to her Oct. 2 heart attack, said Dr. Bruce
Parks, Pima County’s chief medical examin-
er.

Unruh-Wahrer was said to be inconsolable
after the death of her 25-year-old son, Army
Spe. Robert Oliver Unruh, who was killed
Sept. 25 by enemy fire near Baghdad.

Impostor sentenced: A man who posed as
a gynecologist after setting up an office in a
self-storage complex was sentenced to four
years in prison after pleading guilty to practic-
ing medicine without a license.

The charges stemmed from an undercover
investigation that began after authorities in
Dallas saw an ad in a weekly newspaper offer-
ing free medical care.

Thomas P. Remo, 50, of Ovilla, wore a
scrub shirt and had some medical equipment
in the makeshift exam room, a small kitchen
in the storage facility office where he worked,
authorities said.

After Remo’s arrest in September, authori-
ties received calls from women who said they
were victims, but did not want their identities
revealed in court records.

FDA scientist faces pressure: Dr. David
J. Graham, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion scientist who publicly criticized the agen-
cy's approach to drug
safety during a congres-
sional  hearing last
week, said Wednesday
that he was facing pres-
sure to transfer to a dif-
ferent job in the FDA —
a move that he said was
in retaliation for his re-
marks.

Graham was the star
witness at aNov. 18 Sen-
ate hearing into the pre-
scription  painkiller
Vioxx. Its manufactur-
er, Merck & Co., pulled the drug from the mar-

Graham

U.N. hostages released: Philippine President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, right, greets freed
Filipino hostage Angelito Nayan at the Malacanang palace in Manila on Thursday. The re-
lease this week of Nayan and two other U.N. workers who were kidnapped in Kabul is shroud-
ed in mystery, the freed hostages have made no comment about how they were set free or
who snatched them, and Afghan officials insist they did not agree to any concession.

ket after research findings confirmed an in-
creased risk of heart attack among patients
taking the medication.

Graham testified that the FDA ignored his
warnings about the drug and to

aid, the agency said in a statement,
n Monday, 45 humanitarian aid workers
who fled the fighting were rescued by African

Union troops.

Israel ion barri

suppress the results of his investigations.

Hinckley request denied: The man who
shot President Reagan may continue taking
short, overnight trips away from a mental
hospital, but a federal judge says John
Hinckley Jr. is not ready for longer visits.

U.S. District Judge Paul L. Friedman on
Wednesday denied Hinckley’s request to
spend four nights at a time, every two
weeks, visiting his parents at their home in
Williamsburg, Va.

Friedman said he first wanted doctors to
sort out whether Hinckley has unresolved
feelings toward a former girlfriend.

Sniper shootings: Sniper mastermind
John Allen Muhammad and his teenage ac-
complice Lee Boyd Malvo will not face charg-
es for a slaying in Washington state months
before they went on their rampage in and
around the nation’s capital, prosecutors said
Wednesday.

Prosecutor Jerry Costello said there was lit-
tle point in putting on an expensive trial in
‘Tacoma for the February 2002 shooting death
of Keenya Cook since the pair already face
the death penalty or life in prison in Virginia.

World

World Food Program suspended: The
World Food Program has suspended its opera-
tions in most of the Sudanese state of North
Darfur and relocated its staff to the capital
due to renewed clashes between rebels and
government forces, the UN. agency said
Thursday.

‘The move leaves 300,000 people displaced
by the fighting without access to WFP food

col ion: Is-
rael should stop building its West Bank sepa-
ration barrier 1f Palestinian militants halt at-
facks, srael's president was quoted as sayi
Thursday, in the most high-profile criticism
yet of the contentious project.
The separation barrier and the Gaza with-
drawal_are part of Israeli Prime Minister
el Sharon’s so-called “unilateral disen-
gagement” from the Palestinians. The barrier
would serve as a tempor: tier until a
final peace deal is negotiated.

Mark Thatcher’s trial postponed: A South
African court on Thursday postponed Sir
Mark Thatcher’s trial for allegedly elEmg fi-
nance a foiled cm)g attempt in oil-rich Equato-
rial Guinea until April 8 for further investiga-

tion.

Thatcher, the 51-year-old son of former
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,
was not asked to plead.

Magistrate Awie Kotze granted the delag at
the requestof prosccutors. He also extended
Thatcher’s bail conditions, which require that

e remain in the Cape Town area and repor
daily to police.

Thatcher, who has lived in South Africa
since 1995, was arrested at his suburban
Cape Town home on August 25 and charged

violating this country’s ann—mercenax%
laws. He also faces charges in Equatorial
Guinea.

Business

Disney security guards: Walt Disney
World’s secun'tﬁ/ guards overwhelmingly re-
jected a new three-year labor contract, ig-
noring a recommendation from their union
leaders.

Members of the Security, Police, and Fire
Professionals of America Local 603 voted

the agreement 296-26 late Wednes-

ay.
Regotiations are to resume next week.
Stories and photos from wire services
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New take on safety day sparks interest

Interactive escapes
replace movie demos

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

HOHENFELS, Germany — Say the
words “safety day,” and the response from
soldiers will likely be groans of expected
boredom.

But the safety days held Tuesday in Ho-
henfels and previously in Grafenwohr and
Vilseck were more like action flicks that
cast the participants.

Shunning the routine slide show in a dark
theater, these events had everything from
from falling and skidding to rolling cars and
amateur firefighting.

1It’s safe to say that not many of the 1,300
people at the Hohenfels event — attendance
was mandatory for soldiers and Army civil-
ian employees — nodded off during the
event sponsored by the 7th Army Training
Command and the 100th Area Support
Group.

“We wanted this to be more interesting,”
said Mark Ensign, 282nd Base Support Bat-
talion safety specialist at Hohenfels. “This
is better than cramming everyone into the
post theater and having half of them fall

asleep.”

The 7th ATC and 100th ASG did the the-
ater thing last year.

“This was much better than that,” said
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Todd Clark, avia-
tion safety officer for the 7th ATC. “The bot-
tom line is, it’s like raising a child, if you say
one thing and it gets through, you've suc-
ceeded. If we can save one soldier’s life — if
it gets through — than there’s no price on
that. That is why we did something like
this.”

The safety staffs brought in contractors
with several machines that let participants
experience things like how a seatbelt offers
protection in a collision and how to escape
from a vehicle that has rolled over. A crane
dropped another car to show what the dam-
age would be from a low-speed crash.

Fire department personnel first showed
how to extinguish a fire, and then let people
try it themselves.

The hands-on safety day was 7th ATC
commander Brig. Gen. Mark Hertling’s
idea, organizers said.

“The plan was to have a safety day brief
[at the theater]," Clark said. “[Hertling]
said: ‘no way.’ He wanted us to make it inter-
esting and creative, using every asset we
have.”

The result was an event that got high
‘marks from participants.

“This has been better than any safety day
T've ever had to go through,” said Sgt. John
Rush, Company D, 1st Battalion, 4th Infan-
try Reg'lment “We actually get hands-on ex-
perience, and that will help if we ever find

PHOTOS BY RICK EMERT/Stars and Stripes

Left: Soldiers from Company D, 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, try to escape a
rolled over car Tuesday at Hohenfels, Germany. The event showed soldiers how difficult it
is to escape from a vehicle while upside down. Above: A Hohenfels fire department crew
cuts the driver door and part of the car frame to rescue a mock victim. The crew peeled
back the top of the car after cutting the frame to demonstrate rescue procedure.

ourselves in these situations. This has been
alot of fun, really motivating.”

“It has been a good learning experience,”
said Pfc. Brian Cheeseman, also from Com-
pany D. “No one really knows the dangers
of the road, and that’s something that is
hard to explain by showing a picture. This
has shown us what the real effects would

Clark said the event was successful in get-
ting the safety message to the soldiers, and
will likely be the norm for the summer and
winter safety days held each year in the
command.

“My gut feeling is that we just set the

mark for how a safety day should be done,”
Clark said. “I can’t see us not doing this or
something better for the summer. We are al-
ready talking about it in the safety office.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

New program schools chlldren on dangers of surfing Web

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany —
There are no virtual safety belts
or cyber airbags to use when ven-
turing down the information su-
perhighway, but children should
be as safe on the Internet as
when traveling down any stretch
of road.

To put the brakes on Internet
risks for children, the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activ-
ity is introducing a new safety
program all of its DOD schools.

The i-SAFE Internet Safety Ed-
ucation Program, which is being
taught to more than 103,000
DODEA students in 15 countries,
according to a statement issued
by the i-SAFE America Inc., the
nonprofit organization running
the program.

“Military children are at the
highest risk of danger on the In-
ternet. Because military families
are transient, the children are
constantly online staying in touch
with relatives back in the States
and friends from previous
schools. They have to be educat-

ed ...” said the organization's
CEO Teri Schroeder in the state-
ment.

Dr. Liz Dunham, the Darms-

JESSICA INIGO/Stars and Stripes

Students in the front row from right, Shayla Hall, 14, and Kasmira
Watkins, 13, both eighth-grade students at the Darmstadt, Germany,
Middle School, receive post-assessment tests on Internet safety from
Heidi Tobin, an educational technologist, after watching a videotape
depicting a child predator posting as a child in a chat room.

tadt Middle School principal,
said the program teaches stu-
dents how to safely navigate their
computers safely through cyber-

space.

It is especially important at her
school, Dunham said, because
the middle school years are when
children are becoming more in-
terested in socializing with
friends after school hours. Plus,
she said, Internet chat rooms
have replaced the telephone as
the medium teens use to talk for
hours.

Students agree that keeping
safe while surfing is important.

Shonie Welker, an 8th-grade
student in Darmstadt, said
i-SAFE has opened her eyes to at
least one danger.

“It’s interesting that things are
not always as they seem,” said
Welker after watching a video-
tape of a man posing as a young
girl in an Internet chat room fre-
quented by teenagers.

Fellow eighth-grader Anthony
Domeier added that care has to
be taken outside of chat rooms, as
well: “Whenever I go on the Inter-
net I always get a bunch of spam.
T know these could be small, po-
tential viruses that could invade
a person’s privacy.”

“If the Internet has become a

tool of incalculable value to stu-
dents, it has also become a very
risky environment for 'young peo-
ple to explore ‘without guidance,”
O'Gara, a DODDS
spokesman “i-SAFE helps our
educators alert students to the
dangers that exist in cyberspace,
and teaches them how to avoid
compromising or harmful situa-
tions as they take advantage of
the enormous and i mcreasmg ben-

sure to pornography; harassment
in chat rooms; l ancial
trouble through children using a
parent’s credit cards; and even
physical molestation or abuse
after predators use the Internet
meet children online and then in
person, according to Internet re-
po) n

re than 48 million Ameri-
can chlldren between the ages of
S and 17 use the Internet and
from those 1 in S receive unwant-
ed sexual _solicitations online,
while 1 in 33 receive aggressive
solicitation to meet somewhere,
according to the i-SAFE state-
ment.
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Thanksgiving in Iraq; home in their dreams

Sgt. Brad Nix of the 644th Transportation Company grabs a Thanksgiving dinner
Thursday at Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq. Troops across the country had a

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes.

chance to enjoy a traditional turkey dinner.

]

There’s plenty to eat and drink, but the dinner
isn’t quite the same as Mom’s home cooking

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, IRAQ
hanksgiving.
Give thanks.
giving in Iraq.
Hey, thanks. Thanks a lot.

“It kind of stinks,” said Pvt. 1st Class Clift-
on Thompson, a mechanic with 1st Brigade,
25th Base Support Battalion.

He'd rather be back home in Olympia,
Wash. He’d be deer hunting with his father.
Then he’d eat a big meal. Then he’d watch
football. Then he’d sleep.

Instead, he’s in a chow line. In Iraq. At
LSA Anaconda’s largest dining facility.

Thanksgiving. Give thanks.

“It’s like another duty day,” said Tech Sgt.
Tim Dorman of the 732nd Expeditionary Lo-
gistics Readiness Squadron.

He, too, is in line. The sun is shining on the
dust. He’s not home in Virginia. They’re
smoking a turkey there. He'd help eat it.
Watch football. Take a nap. Get up. And eat
dessert. Again.

The dining facility looks nice. Some big col-
orful cakes declare in icing “Happy Thanks-
giving.” There’s a house made of crackers.
Colorful bunting. In autumn colors. Brown
and orange.

It’s festive. It’s Tl iving-lik

Sgt. Jimmy Billingsley is a driver with the
1171st Transportation Company with the
Tennessee National Guard. He’s dealing
with it by playing mind games.

“We make the best out of it,” he said. “We
know it's Thanksgiving. So in our minds, we
‘make it Thanksgiving.”

Football later. Much later. The first game
is at 9 p.m. in Iragq, long after the pumpkin
pie. There were 73,750 pies in theater.

Back home in Humbolt, Tenn., Sgt. Jerry
Cox, also of the 1171st, would “eat till you
fall down.”

He might do that here. There're 5,000
hams to be eaten, too.

That's one thing, then, he won’t miss out
on: The food.

“It just seems like another day in Irag,” he
sai

The dining facilities held a competition.
Which one would be best decorated for the
holiday. Ice sculptures. Big, tall cakes of sev-
eral layers. Autumn colors.

Thanksgiving, you know.

The troops ate the turkey and the ham and
the cranberry sauce — 25,000 pounds of cran-
berry sauce is in the country.

They dug into the pumpkin pie and the egg-
nog. Iraq was floating in 8,750 gallons of egg-
nog. Alcohol-free eggnog, of course.

Tt was a special day. A thankful day. Plenty
of food. It was good, t0o.

“l‘d be at my mother’s house right now [in

They piled it on. KBR brought 200,000
pounds of turkey, 45,000 pounds of stuffing
and 25 tons of mashed potatoes to Irag.
Thanksgiving in Iraq.
“Right now, my family’s getting together

aid Sgt. Christie Cosola of the
11715[ “Thal‘% where they're at. The whole
family gets together.”

Not the whole family. She’s in Irag. First in
line, actually. Just happened that way.

“Like every other day around here,” she

ton, (Fla),”

at my brother’s house. He lives in Fort Wal-
said Master Sgt. Philip Gaylord,
732nd  Expeditionary Mission Support
Gi

roup.
He’s not there. He’s in Iraq.

said. “I'm going home soon. That’s what 'm
thinking about.”

Something to be thankful about. It’s
Tl iving i X

in Iraq

E-mail Ron Jensen at: jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.

Back home, soldiers find solace in one another

BY JESSE HAMILTON

The Hartford Courant

The two loners talk almost
every day.

Five minutes on the phone.
What are you doing? Nothing spe-
cial. How about you? Most times,
Joe Yorski doesn’t tell Dan Lawl-
er how much it hurts to have
watched his old life — his
pre-Iraq life — come apart, his
marriage over, his family split in
two.

And Lawler doesn’t always
mention the way he can close his
eyes sometimes and feel like he’s
back in Baghdad, as if a mortar
shell might fall at any second to
shatter his peace.

There’s no reason to dwell on
these things with each other.
Both already know. Even when
it’s not mentioned, their year in
Iraq is with them, living in the
pauses in conversation, pushing
them closer together.

Lawler isn’t sure why he picks
up the phone in his New Jersey of-
fice and dials Yorski at the New
Britain Police Department in
New Britain, Conn. He just can’t
help wondering what his platoon

mate from the 143rd Military Po-
lice Company might be doing. So
he calls. And it doesn’t matter
what they talk about. It’s enough
that they are connected again.

Both need that contact, be-
cause the war came home with
them. Not roadside bombs and
gunfire, but different dangers,
the kind of trouble that rings fa-
miliar to veterans of any war.

S0 as they try again to live nor-
mal lives, the loners find them-
selves doing what they’re used to:
watching each other’s back.

Dodging bombs in Iraq

On Oct. 26, 2003, Sgt. 1st Class
Dan Lawler was sitting in a Hum-
vee in front of a Baghdad police
station when the night air flashed
with fire and shards of metal. The
first detonations left his ears buzz-
ing, but they were not loud
enough to drown out the scream-
ing.

Amortar shell had hit the Hum-
vee next to his. Lawler and others
from the 143rd moved toward the
screams. Three soldiers from an-
other group, the 527th MP, had
been hit. Two were in desperate

shape, their legs tangles of meat
and blood. Lawler found the
third, her helmeted head
slumped against the Humvee
steering wheel. Pfc. Rachel Bos-
veld was unconscious but alive.

Lawler and another soldier cut
Bosveld from her seat belt and
carried the 19-year-old between
them toward the station, stopping
only when a mortar explosion
forced Lawler to his knees.

“She stopped breathing!” Lawl-
er shouted in the crowded room.

The CPR didn't work. It
couldn’t. A small piece of shrap-
nel had hit a spot not protected by
her body armor. It punched
through her torso, burning a trail
through her insides that no medic
could fix. Rachel Bosveld, a home-
sick teen barely out of high
school, was on her way back
home.

Trouble at home

The argument between Yorski
and his wife, Denise, was the kind
nobody wins. Yorski’s head was
full of the falling towers of 9/11
and a friend he lost inside. He
wanted to go back to the Connecti-

cut National Guard’s 143rd MPs,
the unit with which he’d gone to
the 1991 Gulf War. He wanted to
serve his country in something
other than a New Britain police
uniform.

Denise argued that he’d done
his service. The Army didn’t need
him.

For the 34-year-old Yorski,
though, having a family was rea-
son enough to serve, to want to de-
fend his country. T have to put my
foot down, he told himself. I have
to do this.

He signed up to be Staff Sgt.
Joe Yorski again. But he didn’t ex-
pect his unit to be called up so
quickly. The 143rd was among
several in Connecticut that would
get a look inside another Middle
East war.

As the months passed, he didn’t
receive cards or letters or the
care packages that other soldiers
received. Something was wrong
at home. He talked to his wife
from a phone bank in downtown
Baghdad while his squad guard-
ed the street outside. He applied
for emergency leave, but it was
denied. He waited for a regular
R&R and was among the first to
receive one.

Yorski flew home for the
two-week leave. A friend gave
him a ride to his house. When he
got there, his wife called the po-
lice. Her complaint: He'd shown
up unannounced. He learned his
wife was seeing another man and
had decided to serve him with di-
vorce papers. He had a handful of
days, his first in the house they
had built, to get reacquainted
with his kids and get a lawyer.

The Army told him he didn’t
have to go back to Iraq. No. I have
a squad, a bunch of young kids,
Yorski told himself. I still have a
job to do.

So he went back to Baghdad
and to 3rd Platoon. The platoon
was run by Lawler. Yorski had a
growing friendship with the pla-
toon sergeant who, when he
wasn'’t snapping orders or chew-
ing his soldiers out, reminded
Yorski he had a family in Irag
that needed him, too. Lawler
pushed Yorski right back into his
duties. The two men bunked 5
feet from each other. In their
scant off hours, they would talk
about family life and missing
their children.

For Yorski, “Dan was a big
help.”
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One final big Thanksgiving meal in Bosnia

Most U.S. troops set to depart region as mission ends

N .
KENT HARRIS/Stars and Stripes
The dining facilities at Eagle Base were even more popular than usual at
lunchtime Thursday as Americans — along with hundreds of allied troops
and local national employees — celebrated what might be the final
Thanksgiving gala in country. Most U.S. troops are heading out soon.

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

EAGLE BASE, Bosnia-Herzegovina — The weath-
er outside was more suited to the Finnish and Swed-
lsh peacekeepers that are now calling Eagle Base

“But Thursday definitely had an American feel for
people of every country eating on base. Even though
most of the Yanks are headed home soon, they found
time for Thanksgiving — quite probably the last
time that holiday will be celebrated
by so many in Bosnia.

Many troops said they had a lot to
be thankful for this year.

“I'm thankful for a successful ro-
tation,” said Master Sgt.
Johnson.

“Nobody got killed or died. My
family is safe at home and TI'll be
there soon with them. Missed
Thanksgiving, but I'll be there for Christmas.”

“I'm thankful that our country is willing to share
the blessings and benefits we have with another
country like Bosnia,” said Lt. Col. Lee Baker, who
said that he’s enjoyed his tour in Bosnia. “It’s been
an honor and privilege.”

“I'm thankful it was a successful mission,” said
Capt. Cleopatra Thompson. “We did what we were
supposed to and now we can go home.”

All but about 250 American troops will head home
soon. A ceremony Wednesday marked the end of
Task Force Eagle, the main American mission in
country, after nine years. NATO officially turns over
peacekeeping duties to the European Union in a cer-
emony Dec. 2.

&k God willing, I'll
be home for
Christmas. ¥

Euripides Perez

EU troops already outnumber American person-
nel on Eagle Base, a sprawling complex, which thou-
sands of Americans have called home over the last
decade.

The past few days have been sunny, but cold. But
inside the two dining halls, though, there was plenty
of warmth. And food.

And people. Troops from Slovenia, Austria, Swe-
den, Finland, Portugal, Ireland and Greece were
among those joining Americans at the table. Rusmir
Osmic, who manages one of the facili-

ties, said he expected to feed about
800 people.

“We don't serve crab legs every
day,” he said. But turkey, ham, roast
beef, chicken and all sorts of other
dishes appeared to be just as popular.
The troops from other countries
didn’t appear to know what Thanks-
giving was about, but that didn’t stop
them from sampling all of dishes.

More than a few Americans said they’ll miss shar-
ing cultures when they go home.

“I'm thankful for all the friends I made here,” said
Capt. Kevin Davenport. “Good friends. I'll probably
stay in contact with them after I get home. Not only
people from Bosnia, but the other countries who are
here.”

1st. Sgt.

“Most of all, P'm thankful for being alive,” said 1st.
Sgt. Euripides Perez. “But also to be given the oppor-
tunity to work with some great people that are over
here, Bosnian nationals and our military partners.

“Being away from my family has been hard and T
miss my kids very much. God willing, I'll be home
for Christmas.”

E-mail Kent Harris at: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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The Associated Press

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE,
Fla. — A master sergeant with 23
years of service in the Air Force
collapsed and died after complet-
ing a 1%-mile physical training
run.

Steven Goodfellow, the noncom-
missioned officer in charge of the
Family Practice Clinic at Eglin’s
hospital, died Monday after the
run with other members of the
96th Air Base Wing, said Master
Sgt. Dawn Hart, an Eglin spokes-
woman.

Goodfellow, 43, enlisted at De-
troit in March 1981, Hart said
‘Wednesday. Married and a fa-
ther, he had been stationed at this
Florida Panhandle base since Au-
gust 1999.

After Goodfellow lost conscious-
ness, other airmen administered
cardiopulmonary  resuscitation
and he was taken to the hospital.
No cause of death had been deter-
mined as of Wednesday and ini-
tial autopsy results were not ex-
pected until next week, Hart said.

It was the second training
death this year at a Panhandle
base.

Tech. Sgt. David G. Gressett,
an aerial gunner with 16th Spe-
cial Operations Squadron at adja-
cent Hurlburt Field, died April 1
during an altitude pressure cham-
ber exercise at Tyndall Air Force
Base near Panama City.

The Air Force never released
the cause of death but said Gres-
sett, 31, of Dryden, N.Y., lost con-
sciousness shortly after pressure
rapidly dropped in the chamber.

Sailor cleared

WASHINGTON — A charge
of conspiracy to commit mur-
der, filed against a member of
the Navy’s ceremonial guard,
has been dismissed by Wiscon-
sin authorities who determined
that the Virginia resident was
not involved in a plot to stab his
wife to death.

Eric Wolf, 31, a chief petty of-
ficer in the Navy and head of its
silent drill team, was arrested
by Fairfax County, Va., police
Oct. 10 at his apartment. The ar-

rest was made hours after his
wife was wounded during an at-
tack in their Kenosha, Wis.,
home.

After being stabbed in the
back, Wolf's wife noted her as-
sallant’s license plate number,
and Kenosha police quickly ar-
rested Wolf's Hybla Valley
roommate, Kristen V. War:
lasuriya, 26, at her mothers
home in nearby Pleasant Prai-

ie, Wis.

‘Warnakulasuriya told police
that she was acting at Wolf’s di-
rection.

From The Associated Press
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Al-Zarqawi lieutenant captured in Mosul

American civilian working with
embassy killed outside Green Zone

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A lieutenant of
Irag’s most feared terrorist lead-
er Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was
captured a few days ago in Mosul,
and Iraqi troops searching sus-
pected terrorist hideouts in Fallu-
jah discovered a laboratory with
manuals on xplo-

qawi’s alleged lieutenant as Abu
Saeed, but he gave no further de-
tails.

Insurgents rose up this month
in Mosul, Iraq’s third-largest city,
in support of rebels in Fallujah,
who were routed by U.S. and
Iragi forces in an offensive that
began Nov. 8. U.S. and Iraqi au-
thorities managed to regain con-
trol of Mosul after the entire

sives and toxins — mcludmg an-
thrax, Irag’s national security ad-
viser said Thursday.

Also, the U.S. military said it
discovered the “largest weapons
cache to date in the city of Fallu-
jah.” The weapons — including
anti-tank mines and a mobile
‘bomb-making lab — were found
inside a mosque used by an insur-
gent leader. Troops also found
documents detailing hostage in-
terrogations, the military said.

The U.S. Embassy said Thurs-
day that an American civilian
working with the embassy was
killed during an attack outside
the Green Zone. In Washington,
U.S. Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell identified the man as James
Mollen, a State Department edu-
cation specialist who served as a
consultant to Irag’s minister of ed-
ucation and the minister of higher
education.

Spokesman Pete Mitchell said
Mollen was traveling in a vehicle
outside the protected Green Zone,
which houses the U.S. and Iragi
leadership, when he came under
gunfire Wednesday afternoon.

Five Arab foreign fighters who
escaped from Fallujah were ar-
rested near the southern city of
Basra, where they were planning
to attack coalition bases and po-
lice stations, authorities said.

National security adviser Qas-
sem Dawoud identified al-Zar-

5,000- ber police force disin-
tegrated.
Al-Zargawi, whose

al-Qaida-] lmked group has been
responsible for numerous car
bombings and beheadings of for-
eign hostages, including three
Americans and a Briton, was be-
lieved headquartered in Fallujah.
But the Jordanian-born extremist
managed to escape the siege.

The United States has offered a
$25 million reward for al-Zarqaw-
i’s capture — the same amount
being offered for Osama bin
Laden and his deputy, Ayman
al-Zawahri.

In Fallujah, Iraqi forces uncov-
ered a lab in the southwestern dis-
trict of the city, where pockets of
insurgents are still holding out fol-
lowing the assault.

“We also found in the laborato-
ry ‘manuals and instructions spell-
ing out procedures for making ex-
plosives,” Dawoud said.

Dawoud showed pictures of a
shelf containing what he said
were various chemicals.

Earlier, the U.S. military said it
had uncovered the largest arms
cache yet inside the mosque of an
insurgent leader in Fallujah.
Troops found small arms, artil-
lery shells, heavy machine guns,
and anti-tank mines Wednesday
inside the Saad Abi Bin Wagqas
Mosgque in central Fallujah where
Sunni rebel leader and imam Ab-
dullah al-Janabi often spoke, the
U.S. military said in a statement.

13

Afirefighter hoses down a burning Iragi police car after it came under
attack from unknown gunmen in western Baghdad on Thursday.
Witnesses said three police officers were wounded in the attack.

U.S. Marine officers say they so
far have found enough weapons
in Fallujah to refuel a nationwide
rebellion.

Elsewhere in the mosque com-
pound, troops also found what
may be a mobile bomb-making
factory housed in a truck, as well
as_mortar systems, rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, launchers, recoil-
less rifles and parts of sur-
face-to-air weapons systems, the
statement said.

The troops also found “docu-
ments that detailed insurgent i
terrogations of recent kidnap vic-
tims,” the statement said.

U.S. and Iragi troops continue
to sweep the city amid sporadic
gun battles with rebel holdouts.

Meanwhile, Basra Police Chief
Brig. Mohammed Khazim said the

five men were stopped late
‘Wednesday at a checkpoint in Qur-
nah, about 35 miles north of Basra,
and “personal weapons” were
found in their four-wheel-drive ve-
hicle.

Defense ~ Minister =~ Hazem
Shaalan said earlier this week
that about 60 Arab fighters have
been arrested during the Fallujah
assault.

Two of the captured fighters
were identified as being from
Saudi Arabia, two from Tunisia
and one from Libya.

Meanwhile, an explosion hit a
domestic pipeline Thursday that
runs from northern Kirkuk to the
Beiji refinery, ol officials said.

Saboteurs also attacked two oil
wells near the Himreen Moun-
tains, 75 miles south of Kirkuk,
but the oil continued flowing, the
official said.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,230 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 961
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said.

The figures include three
military civilians.

‘The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,092 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 852 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

M No new deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Spc. David L. Rous-
tum, 22, West Seneca, N.Y.;
killed Saturday in a grenade at-
tack on his vehicle in Bagh-
dad; assigned to the Army Na-
tmnal Guard, 1st Battalion,
108th Infantry Regiment,
Tonawanda, N.Y.

W Army Sgt. Joseph M.
Nolan, 27, Philadelphia; killed
Nov. 18 when an explosive det-
onated near his vehicle in Fal-
lujah, Iraq; assigned to_the
312th Military Intelligence Bat:
talion, 1st Cavalry Di

ision,

Fort Hood, Texas.

Child leads Gls to homb

TIKRIT, Iraq - An Iragi young-
ster in Samarra on Monday led a
1st Infantry Division patrol to a
homemade bomb in an alley, al-
lowing it to be defused before it
exploded, according to a division
news release.

The release said the soldiers
from Task Force 1-26 had been
distributing flyers to residents of
the neighborhood for about 10
minutes when the boy walked up
to them and told them about the
bomb.

He led them to an alley, where
they found a 15Smm artillery
round and a 120mm mortar
round wired together as a bomb.
An Army explosive ordnance de-
tachment team then safely re-
moved it, the release said.

Task Force 1-26 is made up
mostly of soldiers from the 1st
Battalion, 26th Infantry Regi-
ment based in Schweinfurt, Ger-
many, as well as several National
Guard detachments. It has been
patrolling the Samarra area since
March.

From staff reports

Fort Hood GI charged with killing Iraqi citizen

BY T.A. BADGER
The Associated Press

A U.S. soldier stationed at Fort
Hood, Texas, was arrested and
Jjailed Wednesday on a murder
charge in the death of an Iragi ci-
vilian in January.

Staff Sgt. Shane Werst, 31, of E1
Toro, Calif,, is accused of kl].l.mg
the Iraqi man while serving with
the 3rd Brigade Combat Team
out of Fort Carson, Colo.

He also is charged with obstruc-
tion of justice for allegedly trying
to get his comrades to lie about
what happened to Naser Ismail
after the Iragi man was taken into
custody in Balad on Jan. 3.

Werst is one of a number of
Fort  Carson-based  soldiers
charged with crimes in Iraq.

Two other members of the 3rd
Brigade Combat Team face trial
for manslaughter in the drowning
of an Iragi man who soldiers re-
portedly pushed off a bridge into
the Tigris River in January.

Lt. Col. Jonathan Withington,
chief spokesman for the 4th Infan-
try Division at Fort Hood, said
charges were filed against Werst
within days after another soldier
came forward to report the al-
leged incident.

“It happened almost a year ago,
but the evidence just emerged
and just became known to the divi-
sion,” Withington said. “The com-
mand immediately brought in
[Army criminal investigators]
and we're going to get to the bot-
tom of it.”

Withington said Ismail was
taken into custody by Werst's unit
during a building-by-building
search in Balad.

He would not say how Ismail
died or whether charges against
other soldiers were expected.

“Itis an open and active investi-
gation,” Withington said.

“Currently we’re focused on
this specific soldier in this specif-
ic incident. Anything else would
be speculation on my part.”

Werst, who has been in the
Army for nearly 14 years, is cur-
rently assigned to the 4th Infan-
try’s Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company.

He was being held Wednesday
at the Bell County jail in Belton
because Fort Hood does not have
its own lockup.

Withington said a hearing will
be held within a week to deter-
mine whether Werst will be re-
leased or remain confined until
his trial. No trial date has yet
been set.

If convicted of murder, Werst
could be sentenced to life in pris-
on without possibility of parole
and dishonorable discharge.

The obstruction of justice
charge carries a maximum penal-
ty of five years confinement,
along with dishonorable dis-
charge.

At least four other Fort Carson
soldiers face charges for alleged
crimes in Iraq.

Sgt. 1st Class Tracy Perkins,
33, is scheduled for trial at Fort
Hood next month on charges of
manslaughter, conspiracy, as-
sault and lying to investigators
stemming from the alleged
drowning of an Iraqi civilian in Sa-
marra.

Perkins and 1st Lt Jack
Saville, both part of the 3rd Bri-
gade Strike Team, are accused of
pushing two Iragis off a bridge
into the Tigris River as punish-
ment for violating curfew. Per-
kins is also charged with assault
for a similar incident near Balad
in December.

Saville, a 24-year-old West
Point graduate, will be tried in
January.

Fort Carson also is home to the
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment,
two of whose troops were
charged in October with “unau-
thorized treatment of Iragi indi-
viduals” for a reported incident
near Ar Rutbah between May
and July.
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Hospital: Fallujah wounded put AF docs to test

HOSPITAL, FROM PAGE 1

“War doesn’t discriminate. Ev-
erybody gets hurt,” said Dr. (Lt.
Col.) Jim Quinn, hospital chief of
staff.

They came in an endless
chain, carried from the helicop-
ter pad nearby, through the
swinging plywood door of the
emergency room and into the op-
erating rooms. Again and again.
And again.

“We pretty much did not have
an operating room empty for
eight days. We have three operat-
ing rooms,” said Dr. (Lt. Col.)
Dan Jenkins, trauma medical di-
rector. “I stopped looking at my
watch. I would say most guys
had no idea what day it was.”

Doctors and surgeons cat-
napped when they could — an
hour here, an hour there. Some
medical staff would break away
for four hours of uninterrupted
sleep and then go back to 24
hours of uninterrupted work.

“The first day or two was a lot
of adrenalin,” said Capt. Henry
LeBlanc, nurse manager of the
emergency room.

The patient load numbered in
the hundreds. The wounds were
brutal. Limbs torn away. Bodies
shredded by bits of fast-flying
metal and sharp shards of glass.
Wounds that refused to stop
bleeding.

Emergency room nurse Capt.
Manuel Martinez, a neo-natal in-
tensive care unit nurse back at
Wilford Hall Air Force Medical
Center in San Antonio, Texas,
was shaken by what he saw two
weeks ago.

“I don’t think anything can pre-
pare you for what we do here,”
he said.

But there is a method for mea-
suring the success of the hospi-
tal staff’s efforts, a way to quanti-

fy the effectiveness of choking
back emotion and focusing on
the job.

People died at the hospital,
but only those who arrived with
mortal brain injuries perished.
No medical procedure or effort
could have saved them, doctors
said. But they were the only
ones.

“Of the other hundreds of casu-
alties that we operated on,” Jen-
Kkins said, “not a single patient
died.”

First taste of battlefield

For nearly every person on
the staff — surgeon, nurse, x-ray
technician, pharmacist,
what-have-you — this was their
first taste of combat medicine.

Most of them are from Wilford
Hall at Lackland Air Force Base,
the service’s largest hospital.
San Antonio is a big city with its
share of violent crime, auto acci-
dents and natural disasters.

“Coming here and taking care
of the (improvised explosive de-
vice), mortar, grenade blast inju-
ry patients really required a
small amount of on-the-job train-
ing,” said Jenkins, who for eight
years has taught surgeons to pre-
pare for war. “We didn’t know
what it was like. We knew what
it was supposed to be like.”

The staff was making a bit of
history just by showing up. This
is the first time since the Viet-
nam war the Air Force has oper-
ated a hospital like this in a war
zone. That's not to say Air Force
docs and nurses haven't been
near the front in the last 30
years, but they haven't had a
presence like this one.

“It's not as groundbreaking as
it might appear,” said Quinn.
“Doing something of this size
and scope is what's unique.”

Airman 1st Class Alvin Thomas scrubs a surgical table at the Air Force
Theater Hospital at Balad Air Base, Iraq.

PHOTOS BY RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Capt. Debra Nichols, a nurse at the Air Force Theater Hospital at Balad Air Base, Iraq, prepares a
post-surgery patient for movement. The hospital treated hundreds of patients during a surge of wounded

from the recent fighting in Fallujah.

An Air Force Theater Hospital
is defined as having 85 beds,
with the ability to expand.

More than 200 people are on
the staff in Balad, including 15 to
20 surgeons. Although most
come from Wilford Hall, about a
dozen Air Force bases are repre-
sented. The staff is augmented
by Australian Air Force doctors
and nurses.

Changes and concerns

The Air Force took over in Sep-
tember from the Army’s 31st
Combat Support Hospital. Only
a few changes were made, said
Dr. (Col) Greg Wickern, com-
mander of the 332nd Expedition-
ary Medical Group, which runs
the hospital.

For one, infection control was
enhanced, he said. The place
was scrubbed from top to bot-
tom and measures increased to
keep out the dust that seeps in ev-
erywhere. Hand washing is em-
phasized even more than usual.
Dressings are to be changed
only in the sterile confines of an
operating room, not the ward.

“I don’t think we've had a sin-
gle external wound develop
post-operative infection,” said
Wickern, a pediatrician by trade
back in Texas. “That’s just amaz-
ing under these conditions.”

Also, the Air Force added a
team to handle injuries to the
neck and head, something that
was not part of the 31st CSH.
Until then, cases requiring such
care were sent to the combat sup-
port hospital in Baghdad.

For the first two months, busi-
ness was brisk, but manageable,

nothing out of the ordinary.
Wickern admitted to some con-
cerns as the possibility of an
all-out battle on his doorstep
drew closer.

“I knew we had the exper-
tise,” he said.

But, he added, “We were a lit-
tle worried about the shock and
awe.”

Second Lt. Aidan O'Neil, a
nurse in labor and delivery back
home, said she didn’t know what
to expect.

She works on the post-opera-
tive ward and is modest about it,
saying she doesn’t do the heroic
things done in the emergency
room or in surgery.

“I make sure they get their an-
tibiotics so they don’t get infec-
tions,” she said.

Sometimes, she said, the pa-
tients weren't in the ward more
than 10 minutes before they
were whisked away for evacua-
tion.

“We had patients who begged
not to be evacuated out of the-
ater,” she said.

When the wounded troops
woke up from surgery, she said,
“the first they want to know is,
“Where’s my buddy? ”

O'Neil found the time as often
as she could to check for them. It
was a thrill for her to report
back that the patient’s buddy
was doing well in a bed nearby.

“What they do is great”
O'Neil said of the wounded
troops. “What I do is a privi-
lege.” LeBlanc, recalling the fre-
netic days in the E.R., said,

“Considering what the guys in
Fallujah were going through,
what we had to do seemed rea-
sonable.”

Quinn, an allergist and immu-
nologist, added: “T don’t think Tll
ever get used to battlefield inju-
ries to kids.”

Back to normal

A few days after the chaos sub-
sided, the hospital was running
along at a more normal pace. It
still had a number of Iragi pa-
tients — fighters who helped the
coalition. They can’t be evacuat-
ed until their care and safety can
be guaranteed.

But the emergency room was
back to treating patients who
had twisted ankles playing bas-
ketball or something equally
mundane.

Reflecting on the effort during
“the Fallujah surge,” as some
called it, the staff gave itself pats
on the back.

“There’s no weakness in this
team,” said Jenkins.

He praised everyone, from the
emergency room crew and the
x-ray technicians to the supply
personnel and the blood lab
staff.

He had especially credited the
forward medical teams, which
were the first to treat the wound-
ed and get them back.

Added Wickern said, “I knew
it would go well. I expected it to
go well.”

But, he said, the result was
“better than I ever would have
expected.”

LeBlanc said, “I think we did
great. 1 know we did great.
There’s no doubt. The criteria is,
‘Is this a place you would want to
be taken if you were injured?
The answer is, yes.”
EmailRonJensenat:
jensenr@mail.estri

.osd.mil
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FBI interviews Halliburton whistleblower

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An Army whistle-
blower who raised concerns that the Penta-
gon improperly awarded business to Vice
President Dick Cheney’s former company
has been interviewed extensively by the
FBI and is gathering documents to help
agents.

Army Corps of Engineers contract offic-
er Bunnatine Greenhouse, whose allega-
tions about the Houston-based oil services
company Halliburton surfaced in the final

weeks of the presidential campaign, was in-
terviewed for a full day last week by the
FBI and Army criminal investigators, her
lawyer said Wednesday.

“They questioned her about all of her
concerns, and they asked questions regard-
ing potential involvement of people at high-
er-level positions,” attorney Michael Kohn
said in an interview.

Greenhouse has alleged that she began
raising questions to her superiors about
why the Pentagon was allowing business to

go to Halliburton’s KBR subsidiary with-
out competitive bidding.

She contends she then was frozen out
from decisions when she pressed her con-
cerns. Kohn said FBI agents interviewed
his client for more than eight hours on Nov.
17. They asked questions about who in the
Pentagon might have applied pressure to
get business to Halliburton, he said.

hn declined to identify any of the high-
er officials that were discussed during the
interview, but said no White House offi-
cials came up.

A legal source familiar with the inter-
view said Greenhouse provided the FBI
with new information about intervention
on one of the Halliburton matters by a se-
nior defense official.

Kohn said his client was continuing to co-
operate. Greenhouse “is in the process of
providing additional documentation to
both the bureau and the criminal investiga-
tion division of the Army,” he said.

Pentagon auditors and congressional
Democrats have repeatedly turned up
problems with Halliburton’s contracts.
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Tech Sgt.
Danelito
Villanueva tests
blood donated
at the Air Force
Theater
Hospital at
Balad Air Base,
Iraq. Volunteers
usually swamp

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

BALAD AIR BASE, Irag —
When the Air Force Theater Hos-

the hospital pital needs whole blood, it has

when donors only to ask.

are needed. Soldiers, airmen, Marines and
civilians will descend on the hos-

RON JENSEN pital to roll up their sleeves and

Stars and Stripes

bleed for the cause.
“Usually the problem is, we

have too many people,” said Dr.
(Lt. Col) Jim Quinn, chief of
staff of the hospital at Balad Air
Base, which the Army calls Lo-
gistics Support Area Anaconda.

Whatever you call the base,
the people who send out the re-
quest for blood call the response
“wonderful.”

“I've had to turn them away.
They show up in droves,” said
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¥ Volunteers in Iraq make sure
. | there is no shortage of blood

Maj. Jody Noe, officer in charge
at the hospital’s blood laborato-
ry. “We’ve had them line up out
the hallway.”

The hospital, operated by the
332nd Expeditionary Medical
Group, has been busy lately. It
treated hundreds of wounded
American Gls, Iragi troops,
enemy fighters and civilians
from the recent fighting in Fallu-
jah, and used large amounts of
blood in the process.

One doctor remembered a GI
with both legs blown off who re-
quired “three human beings’
worth” of blood before he was
stabilized.

During the week of the Fallu-
jah offensive, the hospital gave
out 281 units, said Master Sgt.
Michael Kent, a technician in
the blood laboratory. It has trans-
fused nearly 1,000 pints since
the Air Force medics arrived in
September.

For most blood needs, the hos-
pital can use blood products,
such as packed red cells, that
can be shipped and stored for
long periods of time.

ose products come mostly
from donors at American mili-
tary bases around the world.

wever, when the clotting
qualities of platelets are needed,
donors are required. Platelets
cannot be stored.

“The only way to do that is
with fresh blood,” Quinn said.
“We’ve got a very good supply of
everything but platelets.”

Noe said, “We can save [whole
blood] for 24 hours. We like to
give it within eight hours.”

That's why the hospital is so
thankful for the quick response
of the donors. When a need aris-
es, e-mails slither to all corners
of the base, home of 23,000 peo-
ple, asking for a particular blood
type. Within 15 minutes, Noe
said, volunteers start showing
uj

p.

Sometimes the need is met be-
fore everyone is even screened.

“We'll send them home and
tell them to keep their ears
open,” she said.

Although people should wait
eight weeks before donating
again, Noe said, she has caught
people returning within three
days, offering another pint.

The base isn’t the only place
that needs donors, Noe said. De-
spite the ability to store many of
the blood products for long peri-
ods of time, there is a need for
continued blood donation at mili-
tary bases to maintain that sup-

ply. . .
“We need it,” she said. “We
need it badly.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Smart bomb training

HONOLULU — A
34-year-old decommissioned
troop transport ship was sunk
Tuesday in waters off Kauai as
part of a training exercise for
Air Force B-52 bombers using
“smart bombs,” officials said.

The USS Schenectady was
sunk by B-52s using air-to-sur-
face weapons guided by Glo-
bal Positioning System devices
and lasers, said Capt. David
Faggard, Pacific Air Forces
spokesman at Hickam Air
Force Base.

From The Associated Press




PAGE 12

- STARS AND STRIPES

Friday, November 26, 2004

Army may double some officers’ war tours

Plan calls for filling 500 slots by extending tours of 0-4s, 0-5s from 179 days to one year

BY TOM BOWMAN
The Baltimore Sun

WASHINGTON — The Army is
planning to double service time
for hundreds of officers going to
Traq and Afghanistan — an effort
to meet “war time needs” that
would include pulling officers out
of military professional schools or
delaying entry into these academ-
ic programs so they can deploy
overseas, officials said.

The plan calls for filling around
500 staff slots between Iraq and
Afghanistan in the coming
months, with majors and lieuten-
ant colonels serving a year in
those countries rather than the
current 179 days.

The Army is also considering
“unconventional solutions” to its
staffing problems, which include
requiring early graduation from
or delayed entry into professional
military education programs and
curtailing some family-oriented
programs, such as one that allows
soldiers to extend their tours by a
year so their children could finish
high school, according to an Army
memo obtained by The Baltimore
Sun.

One Army officer said there are
plans to pull at least a dozen offic-
ers from the current 215 who are
pursuing master’s degrees in stra-
tegic studies at the Army War Col-
lege in Carlisle, Pa., to help meet
the need for war zone officers. But
an Army spokesman said no deci-
sions have been made about tap-
ping officers, who are halfway
through their yearlong course

“I’s not the case, as we speak.
We're exploring options,” said Lt.
Col. Kevin V. Arata, a spokesman
for the Human Resources Com-
mand in Alexandria, Va.

“A small number” of majors
were pulled from the Army’s Com-
mand and General Staff College at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., last year
and sent to Iraq or Afghanistan be-
fore they completed the normal
year of schoolwork, although they
“already qualified in their require-
ments,” Arata said. Plans to ex-
tend duty for more than 500 offic-
ers is designed to stabilize staffs
in Afghanistan and Iraq to im-
prove command and control ongo-
ing operations, he said.

But some officers say the deci-
sions are likely to harm morale
and lead to increased numbers of
retirements.

“A lot of people who have op-
tions to retire, will retire,” said a
lieutenant colonel who already
has served in Iraq and received
the memo, which was sent last
week to several thousand officers.

Arata said he doubted the
planned efforts would hurt mo-
rale. “Most people realize we're a
nation at war,” he said. “As profes-
sional soldiers that doesn’t be-
come an issue.”

But the Army’s new plan to ex-
tend tours, curtail professional ed-
ucation and also curb some family
programs come as some troops in
Iraq are being extended beyond
their one-year mark. About 6,500
soldiers — split between the 1st
Cavalry Division and the 1st Infan-

try Division — are being extended
for at least two more months.
There is speculation that other
troops also may be extended or ad-
ditional soldiers sent from bases
in the United States to battle the
growing insurgency and provide

security for Irag’s planned elec-
tions in January. There are now
140,000 U.S. troops in Iraq and an-
other 20,000 in Afghanistan.
Some members of Congress are
pressing for more U.S. troops in

aq.
Arizona Sen. John McCain, a Re-

publican, called for “at least
40,000 or 50,000 more” troops last
Sunday on NBC's “Meet the
Press.” And Sen. Jack Reed,
D-R.L, a former Army officer who
recently returned from a trip to
Iraq, has said, “There’s a legiti-
mate issue about the number of

s
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troops.”

Asked Tuesday about the need
for more troops in Iraq, Gen. Rich-
ard B. Myers, chairman of the
joint chiefs of staff, told reporters
at the Pentagon that commanders
are continually reviewing troop
levels.
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Iran insists
on making
changes to
U.N. accord

BY GEORGE JAHN
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Iran insist-
ed Thursday it had a right to ex-
empt some equipment from an
agreement with the European
Union committing it to freeze all
parts of a program that can make
nuclear weapons-grade uranium
— a move that diplomats said
threatened to scuttle the deal.

Mohamed ElBaradei, the chief
U.N. nuclear watchdog, revealed
Iran’s continued refusal to in-
clude some centrifuges in the
agreement — which the EU says
mandates a suspension of all ac-
tivities related to uranium enrich-
ment. ElBaradei spoke as board
members of his International
Atomic Energy Agency grappled
with the text of a resolution
meant to police Iran’s suspension
pledge.

One of the delegates, who de-
manded anonymity, described
Iran’s move as an attempt at
arms twisting to wrest conces-
sions on the language of the reso-
lution. Tehran wants any text
stripped of even the most indirect
allusions to a “trigger mecha-
nism” that would enable the
board to ask the UN. Security
Council to deal with violations of
the suspension pledge.

But another delegate said that
— unless agreement is reached
with the Europeans — Iran’s ap-
parent ploy could backfire and
generate support for a more than
yearlong U.S. effort for Security
Council involvement.

Diplomats said the Americans
— who insist Iran wants to make
nuclear weapons — were unhap-
py with the draft, which makes
no direct reference to the possibil-
ity of referral. But Iranian Presi-
dent Mohamed Khatami said the
text was too tough and would
have to be watered down.

“This resolution is not a good
resolution,” Iran’s state news
agency IRNA quoted him as say-
ing.

No agreement on the draft was
expected Thursday.

Separately, Elbaradei said Pa-
Kistan gave the agency approval
in principle to inspect some of its
own nuclear equipment to test
claims by Tehran. He suggested
the agreement with Pakistan —
traditionally secretive about its
nuclear activities — could help
answer questions about enriched
uranium that Tehran insists was
inadvertently imported on black
market components from Paki-
stan.

ElBaradei, head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
said his inspectors would be able
to verify a suspension of all en-
richment-related programs “with
one exception” — centrifuges
that Iran insists are not part of
the freeze agreement and claims
it needs to run for research pur-
poses .

Supporters of Ukraine’s Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, right, and opposition candidate Viktor
Yushchenko discuss the results of the elections in downtown Kiev on Thursday. Defeated presidential
candidate Yushchenko filed an appeal with Ukraine’s Supreme Court on Thursday to declare the election
results invalid, the Interfax news agency reported.

Ukraine high court forbids
release of election results

BY JIM HEINTZ
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s Supreme Court said
Thursday that the country’s presidential election re-
sults would not be published as official until it con-
siders an appeal filed by the opposition candidate,
who has claimed the vote was

The decision could significantly boost supporters

of ion leader Viktor Y who have
flooded the streets of Kiev since the Sunday run-off
and won significant international backing.

But it also foretells a continuation of tension for
several days. The appeal will be considered on Mon-
day, court Liana
said.

Walesa, in Ukraine to try to mediate in the crisis,
said he met earlier with Yanukovych “notas a preSl-
dential candidate but as prime minister. If he is
prime minister, then he should unify and not divide
the people.”

Western observers have denounced the vote as
fraudulent, citing voter intimidation, multiple vot-
ing and other irregularities. The United States and
the European Union said they couldn’t accept the re-
sults as legitimate and warned the Ukrainian govern-
ment of “consequences” in relations with the West.

It was unclear whether Yushchenko's appeal was
legally valid.

According to the Interfax news agency, only elec-
tion results from individual voting districts can be
not results as a whole. The opposition

Prime Minister Viktor Y ych was declared
winner of the election on Wednesday with a margin
of about three percentage points, but he cannot be-
come president until the results are officially pub-
lished.

Yushchenko’s campaign filed an appeal earlier in
the day.

The protesters have braved freezing tempera-
tures in Kiev’s Independence Square since Sunday’s
run-off election, saying the ballot was rigged to
allow Yanukovych to win. They received a boost
Thursday from visiting Lech Walesa, the founder of
the Polish Solidarity movement, who said he was
“amazed” at their enthusiasm and predicted their
protest would succeed

also planned to file complaints in regional courts to
protest the vote results.

The Western-leaning reformist Yushchenko and
his allies had called for an “all-Ukrainian political
strike” starting Thursday.

However, there were no indications that a nation-
al strike was taking hold, although workers from sev-
eral factories in Yushchenko’s stronghold region of
Lviv were reportedly leaving their jobs to come to
Kiev.

In another sign of a growing split, some 300 Ukrai-
nian diplomats signed a joint statement of support
for Yushchenko, a diplomat told The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity.

Russia, EU fail to complete negotiations

The Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
Russia and the European Union
failed to complete negotiations
Thursday on a “strategic partner-
ship” because of disagreements
over security, but said they were
confident that final agreement
will be reached next year.

The goal of the partnership is
to boost ties in four areas: the
economy; freedom, security and
justice; external security; and re-
search, education and culture.

“We have not reached agree-
ment on all” points, Dutch Prime
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende

said after meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin at the
EU-Russia summit.

Putin said: “Everyone sees
movement forward. ... This work
will be accomplished” by May
2005.

The Dutch leader, whose coun-
try currently holds the EU presi-
dency, said there would be fur-
ther talks as the need was for
“quality rather than speed.”

The proposed “strategic part-
nership” the EU and Russia dis-
cussed is akin to a deal the Euro-
pean grouping has been pursuing
with Ukraine. Russia, however, is
demanding terms that would re-
flect its status as a world power.

Balkenende said the two sides
could not agree on how to craft
closer cooperation on security is-
sues, an area that touches on Rus-
sia’s relations with Ukraine, Mold-
ova, Belarus and the Caucasus re-
publics.

The EU wants to reach out to
its eastern neighbors with eco-
nomic and political assistance.
Moscow, though, is wary of a
clash between an expanding Eu-
rope and its sphere of influence.

Moscow has complained about
what it considers Western Eu-
rope’s interference on human
rights in Chechnya. It also accus-
es the EU of double standards.

Army deserter case

TOKYO — U.S. Army desert-
er to North Korea Charles Jen-
kins will be released this week
from a jail near Tokyo, six
days earlier than planned, a
media report said Thursday.

Jenkins, who was convicted
of desertion and of aiding the
enemy in a Nov. 3 US.
court-martial and sentenced to
30 days imprisonment, will be
released at Yokosuka Naval
Base on Saturday, Kyodo
News agency reported, citing
unnamed sources.

Jenkins deserted his Army
unit along the Demilitarized
Zone between the Koreas in
January 1965.

Quake shakes Italy

ROME — An earthquake
shook northern Italy over-
night, injuring about nine peo-
ple and damaging scores of
buildings, officials said Thurs-
day. Hundreds of people fled
their homes and poured into
the streets.

The 5.2-magnitude temblor
hit just before midnight and
was felt across northern and
central Italy. But most of the
damage was concentrated in
smaller towns near Lake
Garda, where the epicenter
was located.

The National Institute of
Geophysics in Rome said that

ere were Six rershocks
after the main quake, the stron-
gest of which had a magnitude
of 2.1.

Another quake, with a mag-
nitude of 4.8, hit the southern
Adriatic coast on Thursday
morning, said the institute.
There were no reports of inju-
ries or damage.

Snow falls over Athens

ATHENS, Greece — Athens,
usually known for its high tem-
peratures, received its first
snowfall of the season Thurs-
day, with a light dusting caus-
ing huge traffic jams on streets
leading into the Greek capital.

‘The snow, which mostly fell
on the city’s northern suburbs,
came as temperatures plunged
to near freezing around the
capital.

Temperatures were expect-
ed to rise by the weekend, the
National Weather Service said.

Estonia hombing kills 2

TALLINN, Estonia — Two
people were killed and three in-
jured in the northern outskirts
of the Estonian capital early
Thursday morning when a
‘man blew himself up after tak-
ing a police officer hostage. Po-
lice were quick to say it was
not terror-related.

The man, who wasn’t identi-
fied, had taken the officer hos-
tage inside a police bus in
Tallinn’s residential Oismae
area, police spokesman Robert
Antropov told Estonian state
television.

He was wearing a belt con-
taining explosives and detonat-
ed them, killing himself and of-
ficer Julia Gorbatsjova, a mem-
ber of the department’s canine
unit.

From The Associated Press
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2 GIA foreign chiefs to retire

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The chiefs of the CIA’s Europe
and Far East divisions are retiring, according to a fed-
eral official, marking the latest high-level departures
at the spy agency since Porter Goss took over as direc-
tor at the end of September.

The names of the officials will not be released be-
cause they work undercover.

The two CIA officials were in the hlghest echelﬂn uf

The CIA has been heavily criticized for prewar in-
telligence lapses in Iraq and the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks. And former officials have described intense
friction within the agency with Goss now in charge.

Some said there were concerns that more officers
at the CIA’s counterterrorist center and elsewhere
may be asked to resign or told that they no longer
have a future at the agency.

Goss, a former CIA officer and headed the House
Committee while in congress, made

service, the
New York Times reported in Thursday 's editions. The
federal official confirmed the departures, on condi-
tion of

Valparaiso, Ind., Mayor Jon Costas, right, listens as i of
Valparaiso Community Schools Michael Benway, center, talks with
Valparaiso Police Chief Michael Brickner during a news conference at
Valparaiso High School on Wednesday following a stabbing.

Student slashes five
classmates in Indiana

The renremems come just 10 days after two other
top officials — Deputy Director for Operations
Stephen Kappes and his immediate deputy, Michael
Sulick — told colleagues they were leaving the CIA.

It was unclear whether Kappes and Sulick resigned
voluntarily or were asked to step down.

Earlier this month, the agency’s No. 2 official, John
McLaughlin, retired, citing personal reasons.

waves with the clandestine service even before Presi-
dent Bush nominated him to head the CIA .

Officials as senior as former CIA Director George
Tenet fumed over assertions by Goss’ committee this
summer that the clandestine service “needs fixing”
and that the agency could become a “stilted bureau-
cracy incapable of even the slightest bit of success.”

Tuesday, President Bush ordered what may end
up being a major expansion of the CIA, calling for the
agency 1o add thousands of new analysts and spies as
part of an ongoing buildup in the war on terrorism.

high school attack

By ToM COYNE
The Associated Press

VALPARAISO, Ind. — A stu-
dent carrying a machete and an-
other knife slashed five class-
mates Wednesday morning as
they watched a Spanish class
video, authorities said.

Fight Valparaiso High School
students were taken to the hospi-
tal, including the accused attack-
er, a 15-year-old freshman, Police
Chief Michael Brickner said. All
but one of those injured were re-
leased by Wednesday afternoon,
he said. Five suffered cuts and
the others complained of pain
from other injuries, authorities
said.

Authorities did not release any
information about a possible mo-
tive for the attack, which hap-
pened as classes were starting at
the school some 20 miles south-
east of Gary.

Brickner said that before carry-
ing out the attack, the student
asked his teacher for permission
to close the classroom door. He
shut the door and then started
swinging the weapons at his class-
mates, the police chief said.

“Students began to flee from
the classroom, and he fled from
the classroom and was tackled to
the floor by school faculty mem-
bers,” he said.

Brickner said one of the knives
was a machete and the other was
a serrated knife. The youth ac-
cused in the attack remained in
custody.

The boy is an A-B student who
started in the Valparaiso school
system this year, Brickner said.
“I think it’s accurate to say that
when the teachers learned who
this student was, they were very
surprised,” he said.

Wis. hunting death suspect
was Army Guard marksman

BY TED GREGORY AND
GLENN JEFFERS
Chicago Tribune

RICE LAKE, Wis. — As blaze
orange-ribbon memorials started
appearing on car antennas in this
north woods community and
grieving residents prepared fu-
nerals for six people killed in a
deer-hunting trespassing dispute,
more details emerged Wednes-
day about the man suspected of
the crime.

Military records show that Chai
Soua Vang, 36, a St. Paul truck
driver, received a U.S. Army com-
mendation as a sharpshooter and
was a qualified rifleman in the
use of an M-16 during his six
years with the National Guard.

In addition, St. Paul Police re-
ported that they had been called
to Vang’s home on St. Paul’s trou-
bled lower east end five times
since June 2003. In two of those in-
cidents, Vang called police to set-
tle domestic disputes at his home.

Accounts differ about precisely
how the shooting began. In a state-
ment made to investigators Mon-
day, Vang, a Hmong immigrant
from Laos and naturalized U.S.
citizen, reportedly said he mistak-
enly had wandered upon the deer
stand. According to authorities,
Vang said he was taunted by ra-
cial slurs before one of the hunt-
ers pointed a rifle at him and
fired a shot, which missed as
Vang crouched.

Vang said he then began shoot-
ing the people, according to police.

One of the hunters who sur-
vived gave a different account, say-
ing that Vang fired the first shots.

Vang has not been formally
charged, but is being held on a
$2.5 million bail.

Family and friends of the killed
and wounded hunters have reject-
ed Vang’s account, saying he is at-
tempting to lessen his own respon-
sibility for killing six people and
wounding two others.

GOP lawmakers still sweating tax bill

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A handful
of lawmakers voted for spending
legislation to keep the govern-
ment from shutting down as
House Democrats resolved to let
Republicans twist in the wind a
little longer over a provision

passed last week that both parties
agree was a bad idea.

They'll fix it later, when the
Democrats decide to let the Re-
publicans stop sweating. For now,
Wednesday’s vote by skeleton
crews in the House and Senate on
a stopgap spending bill keeps the
government operating until early
December.
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The holdup is over language bur-
ied in a $388 billion spending bill
that could let leaders of Congress’
Appropriations committees exam-
ine income tax returns.

Both parties favor killing the tax
return idea before it becomes law
and the Senate has already voted
to do so. But Democrats blocked a
House vote until Dec.
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Wash. governor’s race faces third recount

BY DAVID AMMONS
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — For Dino
Rossi, a 42-vote lead was enough
to declare victory in the Washing-
ton governor’s race. Christine
Gregoire, however, begged to dif-
fer.

And so, with a slim margin and
a candidate unwilling to concede
Wednesday, the state probably
has another recount — a third —
to look forward to.

Rossi, a self-made real estate
millionaire and former state Sen-
ate budget chairman, was the un-
derdog throughout the campaign

but emerged with a 261-vote lead
after the initial vote tally ended
last week. The margin was so tiny
that it triggered the automatic re-
count.

The recount that wrapped up
Wednesday was done by ma-
chine. The campaigns or their par-
ties can now request a hand re-
count in some or all the counties,
but they have to pay for it.

Gregoire, the state attorney gen-
eral, said the Democratic party
has indicated that it is willing to
pay for the recount. A statewide
recount would cost the Demo-
crats about $700,000.

Secretary of State Sam Reed,
the state’s chief elections officer,
said he plans to certify the ma-
chine recount on Tuesday.

The campaigns or their parties
have three business days to re-
quest a full or partial manual re-
count.

Reed said he would probably di-
rect that such a recount begin
Dec. 6, and that the job could last
until about Christmas. If a partial
recount changes the outcome,
state law requires a manual re-
count in the rest of the state. That
would extend the uncertainty
past Christmas. Inauguration day
is Jan. 12.

Rossi, 45, was hoping to be-
come the first Republican since
1980 to get elected governor. He
ran on a platform of change and
job-creation and billed himself as
a “conservative with a social con-
science.”

Gregoire, 57, was hoping to be-
come the state’s second woman
governor. She carried eight of the
39 counties, most notably the larg-
est, King, which includes heavily
Democratic Seattle. Gregoire was
strongly backed by the women’s
movement and was best known
for battling America’s tobacco in-
dustry.

Rossi said there was no point in

dragging the state through a third
count and it was time for the state
to move forward. His campaign
has begun calling him “gover-
nor-elect

Gregolre said the race contin-
ue:

“A 42-vote margin, my friends,
thatis a tied race,” she told report-
ers and supporters in Seattle.

The vote-count drama has pro-
vided an endless source of fascina-
tion for political junkies, and it
even attracted the attention of na-
tional parties and the White
House, which dispatched its elec-
tion experts to the state. The win-
ner succeeds retiring two-term
Gov. Gary Locke.
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Marine widow robbed

NORRISTOWN, Pa. — A man
pleaded guilty Wednesday to ran-
sacking the apartment of a newly-
wed Marine reservist killed in
Iraq, breaking in while his widow
was Wit ly members plan-
ning the soldier’s funeral.

Prosecutors said Kevin Selvos-
ki, 24, and an alleged accomplice
stole a computer and video games
to buy heroin.

Prosecutors said Selvoski had
called the widow of Cpl. John
Todd, 25, and expressed his con-
dolences.

Todd was killed July 29 by a
roadside bomb in eastern Bagh-
dad; he was serving his second de-
ployment to Iraq.

Ornaments by Tripp

WASHINGTON ~—  See
Linda Tripp is still prenccupled
with the White House.

The woman who made Monica
Lewinsky a household name has
designed two hand-painted glass
ornaments, one depicting the first
White House Christmas in 1800,
and the other in 1861.

The limited-edition ornaments,
available at the Christmas Sleigh
in Middleburg, Va., cost $65 each,
with some proceeds going to a
children’s cancer charity.

Woman's execution set

GATESVILLE, Texas — Alton
was 7. Farrah was almost 2.

The first letters of their names
were meant to reflect the initials
of their dad and mom — A and F,
Adrian and Frances.

The last time Frances Newton
saw her husband and children
was more than 17 years ago, the
evening of April 7, 1987, five days
before her 22nd birthday. She’d
run a few errands and was accom-
panied by a cousin as she re-
turned to her Harris County apart-

ent.

Adrian, Alton and Farrah were
dead in the home. Two weeks later,
Newton was arrested and charged
with murdering her family.

Convicted and condemned,
she’s scheduled to become the
first black woman executed in
Texas on Dec. 1. Newton would be-
come the fourth woman executed
in Texas since executions re-
sumed in 1976, the 11th nationally.

But Newton says she didn’t
murder her family. She believes
the real killer is a drug dealer
named “Charlie” who was upset
with her husband for not repay-
ing a $500 debt.

From wire services
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Holocaust survivor
reunites with savior

BY VERENA DOBNIK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a meeting
that left her trembling with emo-
tion, Hanna Morawiecka was re-
united with the Jewish boy whose
family she helped rescue from ex-
termination in Poland during
World War I1.

A beaming Andre Nowacki,
now 68, greeted the Polish
woman at Kennedy Airport.

“Hanna Morawiecka, my little
sister,” he said Wednesday after
hugging her and presenting her
with a bouquet of carnations.

“You haven’t changed since
you were 9,” she told him in Pol-
ish.

They first met in 1942, when
Morawiecka, her two sisters and
their mother took in the Nowacki
family after Nowacki’s father was
sent to a Nazi death camp. The
Catholic family, at risk to their
own lives, provided a safe haven
for the Jewish mother and son at
their Warsaw home.

If the Germans had discovered
the Nowackis, the Morawiecka
sisters “would have been shot on
the spot,” said Nowacki, whose fa-
ther owned a knitting factory.

Morawiecka’s father was a mem-
ber of the Underground.

Both families fled a burning
Warsaw in 1944 after the Ger-
mans moved in to quell an upris-
ing, and they hid in the country-
side around the Polish city. The
families went their separate ways
after exchanging promises to find
each other after the war.

Nowacki made his way to Isra-
el, Canada and then the United
States. He carried with
through every stop the memory
of Morawiecka, five years his se-
nior, and the bravery of her fami-
1

y.

Nowacki spent two decades
searching for them, starting
about 40 years ago and going
through the Red Cross and other
organizations and individuals. Fi-
nally, having all but given up, he
told a friend in Poland whose fa-
ther was unemployed, “I will hire
your father to find my family.
And he did it in one day. He had
connections.”

Morawiecka and Nowacki kept
up their contact. But it wasn’t
until this week, when she board-
ed a plane to spend Thanksgiving
with him and his American fami-
ly, that the pair met face to face.

The Spongebob
Squarepants balloon
waits Thursday
morning to join it's
first Macy’s parade
in New York. Thou-
sands of people
lined the streets to
see the traditional
iving Day

Sharon Walker and her son Randal of Lake Village, Ark., wait for their bus to Flint,, Mich. in the Greyhound

bus terminal Wednesday in Chicago. Mi

ns of travelers throughout the nation have taken to the roads and

skies for the Thanksgiving weekend, bucking a trend of lower-than-normal holiday travel in recent years.

Home for the holiday?

Long lines at airports, snowy roads in midwest
plus high winds and rain make for trying travel

BY ANNA JOHNSON
The Associated Press

Travelers didn’t plan on starting their long
Thanksgiving weekend stuck in a]rpcns or driving
on slippery roads, but then again they hadn't fig-
ured on snow — and a lot of it.

A blanket of white stretched from the Great
Lakes region to the central Plains. Accumulations
from the Midwest's first major snowfall of the sea-
son ranged from 4 inches in southeastern Iowa to 9
inches in southern Michigan, the National Weather
Service said.

High winds and thunderstorms also worked their
way across the region Wednesday.

slid off a snow-slicked runway during landing. No
one was injured.

Wind gusts of 57 mph were recorded near Cham-
paign, IIl. High winds along Interstate 74 near
Greensburg, Ind., caused a tractor trailer to over-
turn, leaving the highway strewn with debris.

Indiana also had severe thunderstorms and heavy
snow. The rain fell across the south, the snow in the
north.

“We've had quite a few crashes — slideoffs, fend-
er-benders and people ending up in ditches, but no
injuries,” said Indiana State Trooper Tom Szymans-

Elsewhere in the country, highways were
bumper:to-bumper in Georgia as drivers faced thun-
and a threat of of a sys-

The snow caused flight and delays as
long as three hours at Chicago’s O’Hare Internation-
al Airport and up to two hours at the city’s other air-
port, Midway.

Marc Hendrickson of Seattle gave up on flying
after O’Hare canceled his connecting flight to Madi-
son, Wis. He bought a bus ticket to meet his girl-
friend in Wisconsin and the two planned to drive to
Dubuque, Towa, for the holiday.

“I just want to get there — that's my main con-
cern,” He said.

event and to cheer
on some newcomers
like Spongehob.

s

Bad weather in Michigan forced Northwest Air-
lines to cancel 37 flights, 22 of them into or out of De-
troit. At Lansing’s Capital City Airport, a Northwest
Airlines jet carrying 87 passengers and four crew

tem that killed at least four people el:ewhere in the
South.

“We're seeing some hectic and chaotic driving sit-
uations — the road rage, the rear endings, people
not allowing other motorists to change lanes,” said
Georgia State Patrol Trooper Larry Schnall.

The weather also disrupted travel in the North-
east. Airports in New York City, Boston and New-
ark, N.J., were experiencing delays up to two hours
because of rain.

Drivers cruised through Pennsylvania Turnpike
toll plazas for free Wednesday after toll collectors
and maintenance workers went on strike hours be-
fore the holiday rush. Turnpike managers began col-
lecting tolls early Thanksgiving Day.

Virginia families offer troops a home for the holidays

BY SONJA BARISIC
The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va, — Every year
for almost 20 years, Chris and
Walter Pianka have made room
for at least two strangers at their
Thanksgiving table.

They are among kindhearted
families who volunteer at this
time of year to take in more than
100 young military members sta-
tioned in southeastern Virginia
who can’t make it home for the

holiday.

“It’s not their home, but they
usually have a good time,” said
Chris Pianka, who spends up-
wards of $200 every year to treat
guests to a fabulous feast of tur-
Key, roast beef, candied yams,
mashed potatoes, cookies, cheese-
cake and more.

The “Adopt a Serviceperson”
program, in its 18th year, is coor-
dinated by the USO of Hampton
Roads. The nonprofit group
works to enhance the quality of

life and provide public support
for armed service members and
their families.

Most of the service members
taking part in the Thanksgiving
program are Army students done
with basic training who are living
at Fort Eustis in Newport News
for a few weeks or months while
they learn military occupational
specialties.

Many would have spent Thurs-
day on post and eaten in the mess
hall if the volunteer families

hadn’t adopted them for the day.

“I think it would be pretty lone-
ly, just me and my buddies, hang-
ing out in the barracks,” said
Cody Weaver, 18, of Roseville,
Calif, a private in the Army Na-
tional Guard who is training to be
a Blackhawk helicopter mechan-

ic.

The four-day holiday break
was too short for Weaver to head
all the way to the West Coast, but
he was grateful to be able to
spend his first Thanksgiving

away from home with a family in
Virginia.

Jan and Steve Daum of Glouces-
ter were happy to share the holi-
day with Weaver and Pvt. Mat-
thew Hendrickson, 19, of Terra
Haute, Ind., who also is learning
to be a Blackhawk mechanic.

For safety reasons, service
members are sent to the families”
homes in pairs, with some fami-
lies taking in more than two peo-
ple.
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Officials say flu season off to a slow start

A flu shot is
giventoa
patient last
week in
Barre, Vt.
Across
Vermont,
17 clinics

gave
12,000 fiu
vaccines to
people at
highest risk
from the flu.

3

BY DANIEL YEE
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The flu season in
the United States is off to a slow
start, with only Delaware and
New York reporting significant
outbreaks — a relief to govern-
ment health authorities, given the
U.S. vaccine shortage.

Even so, the “widespread” flu
activity in Delaware — the first
state to be classified at the na-
tion’s highest flu level — is a little
misleading. The state meets the
designation because confirmed
cases of the flu had been found in
every county of that state. But the
state has only three counties —
and six cases in all.

“From the data that we see,
things haven't really taken off —
it's continued flu activity at low
levels in a lot of places,” said Lyn-
nette Brammer, a flu epidemiolo-
gist at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. “It looks
like New York, the mid-Atlantic
area is where things are starting
to pick up, but it’s early. At this
point, you can’t tell how the sea-
son’s going to progress.”

Nursing home outbreaks in
New York prompted the CDC to
classify that state as having “re-
gional” flu activity — one step
below “widespread.” Most other
states listed “sporadic” flu cases.

Although the flu season can

begin as early as October and last
through April, most flu seasons
do not peak until January.

Health authorities have said
the slow start has been a relief, be-
cause it has given them extra
time to warn people to prepare
for the flu in a year that has been
marked by a severe flu-shot short-
a

ge.

Only 61 million doses are avail-
able this season, including a nasal
vaccine only for healthy people.
But 98 million people, including 9
million children, need the vac-
cine, the CDC said.

Each year, the flu hospitalizes
about 200,000 people and kills on
average 36,000 people in the Unit-
ed States, according to the CDC.

Research: Umbilical-cord blood
could save thousands of adults

Procedure mostly used on kids with leukemia

BY JANET MCCONNAUGHEY
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Umbili-
cal-cord blood, now used mostly
to treat children with leukemia,
could save thousands of adults
with the disease each year who
cannot find bone marrow donors,
two big studies indicate.

A European study found that
those who got cord blood were
just as likely to be free of leuke-
mia two years later as those who
got marrow. A U.S. study looking
at three-year survival yielded re-
sults almost as promising.

3 Horowitz of the
Medical College of Wisconsin, se-
nior author of the U.S. study, the
message is clear: Umbilical cord
blood can save adults.

Leukemia patients often under-
go radiation or chemotherapy to

kill their cancerous white blood
cells —a treatment that wipes out
their immune systems, too. To re-
store their immune systems, doc-
tors give these patients an infu-
sion of bone marrow or umbilical
cord blood, both of which contain
stem cells capable of developing
into every kind of blood cell.

Cord blood offers an important
advantage over marrow that
makes it particularly valuable for
use in transplants: Its stem cells
are less likely to attack the recipi-
ent’s body. That allows a wider
margin of error in matching up
donors and recipients.

But up to now, cord blood has
been considered suitable only for
children, because each donation
has only about one-tenth the num-
ber of stem cells in a marrow do-
nation.

The two new studies, published
in Thursday’s New England Jour-
nal of Medicine, suggest that is
not a serious impediment.

Public cord blood banks —
where blood drawn from umbili-
cal cords and placentas at birth is
kept frozen — need to quadruple
their supply to find a match for
every leukemia patient who
needs one. With 4 million births a
year in this country, and most
cord blood thrown away, that
should not be a problem once
more public money comes into
play, doctors said.

A federal Institute of Medicine
committee is already looking into
the best way to set up a national
cord blood supply, and is sched-
uled to complete its report in
March.
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Study: Protein may prevent
damage after heart attacks

BY JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
The Associated Press

DENVER — Texas scientists
‘working with mice say a single
dose of a common protein ap-
pears to protect the heart mus-
cle from extensive damage after
a heart attack.

The protein, known as thy-
‘mosin beta 4, is produced by tis-
sues throughout the body and is
already known to help heal skin
woun

‘The researchers now are plan-
ning a clinical trial as early as
next year in which paramedics
‘would give the protein to heart
attack victims in the ambulance
to provide heart cells with early
protection.

Scientists who did not contrib-
ute to the experiment said the
protein might work better and
easier than trying to isolate and
implant stem cells to repair the
heart and restore its function.

‘Thymosin also would not cre-
ate the same political controver-
sy as stem cell research.

Details of the mouse experi-
ment appear in Thursday’s
issue of the journal Nature.

“This report provides a tanta-

lizing clue toward a workable
remedy for this prevailing
cause of heart failure,” said mo-
lecular Dbiologist Michael D.
Schneider of the Baylor College
of Medicine in Houston, who re-
viewed the study for Nature.

In the experiment, research-
ers at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in
Dallas induced heart attacks in
58 mice by constricting blood
flow in a major artery leading to
the left ventricle, or the heart’s
primary pumping chamber.

Half of the mice were injected
with a dose of thymosin beta 4,
while the rest received a place-
bo. Forty-five mice survived the
procedure and their progress
was monitored over a four-week
period.

After a month, the mice treat-
ed with thymosin showed 60 per-
cent to 100 percent improve-
ment in their hearts’ ability to
contract and pump blood. That’s
at least twice the improvement
of the other mice, the Texas
team reported.

The biggest gains in heart
function occurred within one to
three days of their “attacks,”
they said, while the other mice
tended to get worse.

pt - Oct Specials

New MS drug approved

The federal government has just
approved a new medicine for multi-
ple sclerosis that doctors say repre-
sents a new treatment approach
that will significantly reduce the
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frequency of disabling episodes.
About half the 350,000 Ameri-
cans with MS cannot take exist-
ing drugs, such as the beta-inter-
ferons, because of side effec
This new medicine, initially
called Antegren and renamed Tys-
abri, is a so-called monoclonal anti-
body that targets the immune sys-
tem and stops the inflammatory
process that is key to the disease.
The FDA was so impressed
with the drug’s benefit to patients
in a two-year multi-center study
that after the first year the approv-
al process was accelerated.
From The Associated Press
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Safety, not mileage,
is key to keeping car

Dear Tom and Ray:
‘When do you put money into a
high-mileage car? I have a 1991
Toyota Previa that has 401,000
miles. The car is still in falrly
good shape, provided you don’t
need an air conditioner or work-
ing front struts. My question is,
how do you de-
cide whether
to put repair

Click and Clack

heap and keep driving it.

RAY: But when a car has this
many miles on it — or even a
quarter of this many miles, Bill —
the key issue becomes, is it safe?
So, before you give it to your
daughlerf or even drive it your-
self — take it to a meChdnlC and

him
check it out
as if you were

dollars  into — going to buy
an older, ‘Tom and Ray Magliozzi it now, as a
high-mileage used car.

vehicle? I am considering replac-
ing the front struts and then giv-
ing the car to my daughter, who
is about to start driving. I figure
if I don’t fix the air conditioner, it
will reduce her desire to drive so
much, at least dunng the Missis-
sippi summers.

RAY: Well, Bm, my standard
answer for when you should stop
putting money into a car is: when
you fall out of love with it. Be-
cause that's when you stop taking
good care of it and subconscious-
ly let it turn into a junk box.

TOM: And my standard answer
is: when your feet go through the
floorboards and the buzzards
start circling.

RAY: Economically speaking,
you're almost always better off
fixing an old car than buying a
new one. Think about it. If the car
is otherwise in good shape, even
if you spend $5,000 on a new en-
gine and transmission, that's still
a lot less than $20,000 for a new
car, right?

TOM: So, if your need is simply
for basic transportation, and your
ego doesn’t care, then fix the old

TOM: You want to know every-
thing that’s wrong with it. For in-
stance, make sure the frame isn’t
rusted out. Make sure the steer-
ing components are solid, and
that the parts that hold the wheels
on are not worn out.

RAY: If it passes the basic safe-
ty test, and the engine and trans-
mission are OK, then you can feel
free to dump some money into it
and give it to your daughter.

TOM: By the way, the front
struts are safety items. They're
not just for comfort. They're cru-
cial to the car’s handling and brak-
ing. So you're absolutely right to
replace them.

RAY: And you're also right to
forget about the air conditioner.
Teenagers don’t need air condi-
tioning. In fact, it's good for them
to suffer a little in an old heap.
That way, they'll have something
to aspire to when they get older.
Like my brother’s ’87 Dodge Colt
Vista!

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features.
Syndicate Inc.
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High stakes this shopping season

BY MELISSA LEVY
Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune

Americans entered last year’s
holiday shopping season flush with
tax-refund checks and proceeds
from home re-financings. This
year, in the wake of continued job
uncertainty, flat wages and higher
prices for food and gasoline, many
have turned more tightfisted.

That could be bad news for
some retailers, who count on the
critical holiday season for the
bulk of their annual earnings.

The perennially bullish Nation-
al Retail Federation predicts con-
sumers will spend nearly $220 b
lion this holiday season, an in-
crease of 4.5 percent from last
year. Still, that performance
would fall short of the 5.1 percent
sales gain of 2003.

And gains won’t be universal.
Retailers who reported strong hol-
iday sales a year ago, such as Tar-
get Corp. and Best Buy Co., might
struggle to match those difficult
comparisons.

Industry observers worry that
shoppers who must spend more
of their limited income to refuel
their cars or heat their homes this
winter won’t have as much left
over to dole out for gifts.

That could hamper the holiday
results at industry leader
Wal-Mart, which tends to serve
less affluent customers.

“I don’t think there’s anything
on the horizon that makes you feel
overly optimistic or overly willing
to spend,” said John Clymer, man-
aging director and chief invest-
ment officer at U.S. Trust Co.

EXCHANGE RATES

Euro (Nov.
Britin ound o355
Japanese yen (Nov. 26)

Chris Eakin, co-owner of Indigo, a Little Rock, Ark., dress shop, talks
about plans for the upcoming holiday shopping season Monday. Eakin
said he has heard customers saying that they are close to being fin-
ished with their holiday shopping and are trying to beat the crowds.

Upscale consumers are expect-
ed to spend freely again this holi-
day season, and gift cards, trendy
apparel and technology gadgets
promise to draw shoppers to
stores and the Internet.

Even without the draw of a new
toy fad, consumers are expected
to snap up hot, retro fashions,
from crocheted ponchos to jew-
eled brooches to suede boots.

“If you've got the right fashion
trend, [a specialty chain] could do
really well,” said Julie Kunkel,
Americas director of retail for
Ernst & Young in Columbus, Ohio.

The trend that stands to benefit
luxury retailers also could boost
the results of discounters that sell
their own versions of these wares.

Target, which tends to draw
more affluent shoppers with its ex-
clusive designer brands, probably
will perform more in line with the
higher-end retailers this holiday
season, industry watchers predict.

“I think their ability to differen-
tiate is really going to stand out,”
Kunkel said.

David Brennan, a marketing pro-
fessor at the University of St. Tho-
mas, thinks higher fuel cost is a big
factor for cautious consumers. “I
suspect that it has had an impact,
and I think it’s had an impact at the
lower end of the economic spec-
trum,” said Brennan, who is co-di-
rector of the St. Paul school’s Insti-
tute for Retailing Excellence.

Retailers already have begun

trying to drive traffic through
their stores. Ann Taylor, Victo-
ria’s Secret and other chains are
trying to position themselves as
the must-stop destinations for gift
ideas. And many merchants will
be offering incentives, such as a
gift with purchase, to draw shop-
pers without resorting to the wide-
spread discounting that has
marked recent holiday cam-

Although inventories generally
are lean, stores may
begin aggressive, margin-pinch-
ing promotions if customers wait
until the last minute to shop in a
season that has a lengthy 29 days
between Thanksgiving and Christ-
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Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — For those who
live in areas that see such weath-
er, make sure your home is pre-
pared before Jack Frost descends
with winter chill, snow, ice and
wind.

Damage from winter weather
can be costly, reports the Insur-
ance Information Institute. To
protect your home:

W Clean your gutters. Melting
snow and ice should be able to
flow freely to the ground. If the
freezing water’s path is disrupted
—acondition called ice damming
— it may seep into your house.

B Trim overhanging, damaged
or dead tree branches. Accumula-
tion of snow or ice on branches,
or even strong winds, can cause
weak limbs to break. Ice-covered

Winterize your home

limbs can be particularly damag-
ing to your home or car — and
dangerous to you.

W Maintain the temperature.
Keep your thermostat at 65 de-
grees or higher. Although you
can save on your energy bill by
holding your thermostat a few de-
grees lower than you normally
might, temperatures below 65 de-
grees will make your pipes vul-
nerable to freezing.

M Check your plumbing. Be-
fore it gets too cold, inspect your
pipes for cracks, leaks or other
damage. Learn how to shut the
water off so that you can limit the
damage in the event of a frozen or
burst pipe.

W Inspect heating systems. Be
certain your home’s heat sources
(including the furnace, fireplaces
and stoves) are working properly.
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Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.

Produced by:
A1C Charles Higgins
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Partly to mostly cloudy
throughout the day with rainshowers
in the afternoon.” Highs in the upper
405 to lower

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
pockets of fog in the morning becom-
ing partly cloudy in the afternoon.
Highs in the upper 40s to mid 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the mid-

France: Partly to mostly cloudy

showers in the north. Highs in the
mid 50s, Saturday lows in the mid
40s.” South coast highs in the mid
60s

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy throughout the day with rain-
showers late. Highs in the 40s.

Southern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy in the morning becomin
mostly cloudy to cloudy in the after-
noon with isolated rainshowers late.
Highs in the 40s.

Hungary: Cloudy with snowshowers in
the morning becoming partly cloudy
in the evening. Highs in the 40s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly cloudy
throughout o day. Highs in the ow
40s to

Southern Ilaly Party douy through-
out the day. Highs i

Kosovo: Partly C\oudy mmugnom the
day. Highs in the 30s.

Norway: Cloudy with rainshowers on
the south west coastal anc
showers inland.”Inland highs in the
upper 20s to low 30s, Saturday lows
in the mid teens. South west coast,
high in the 40s.

Portuga, Spain: nland, mosty cloudy
becoming partly cloudy in
evening. South and west ccasl partly
cloudy throughout the day. Infand,
highs in the 50s.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers in the morning
becoming partly cloudy in the after-
noon, with isolated thunderstorms in
the east. Highs in the mid 405 o
upper 5(

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operaiional Weather Squacron home

page at:
htips://ows.sembach.af.mil
http:/lows.public.sembach.af.mil

SUN & MOON

Today  Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6 6:45 AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) ~ 7:56 AM  7:58 AM
Sunsel (Baghdad) 456 PM 456 PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) ~ 430 PM  4:29 PM
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Snowbirds identified

GAINESVILLE — A

new study shows the
state is home to 920,000
“snowbirds,” seasonal resi-
dents who flock to Florida
during winter. They are usu-
ally from New York, over
55 and wealthier than re-
tirees who reside in Flor-
ida year-round.

Florida, with a toal SN
permanent popula-
tion of 17.5 million,
has had difficulty counting its
snowbirds; U.S. Census surveys
don’t consider the phenomenon of
seasonal residency.

In the study by the University of
Florida’s Bureau of Economic and
Business Research, New Yorkers
accounted for 13.1 percent of Flori-
da’s temporary residents; Michi-
gan accounted for 7.4 percent,
Ohio 6.7 percent and Pennsylvania
5.8 percent. Canadians accounted
for 5.5 percent.

The study also found that 35 per-
cent of “snowbirds” had incomes
of more than $100,000.

Pardon long overdue

ROWLEY — It was 1963,

Airman Richard =Morse
was 19, and he was in Florida, just
a few hours away from being de-
clared AWOL from his Air Force
base in faraway Biloxi, Miss. When
he saw a pink Cadillac with the
keys in the ignition, he got in, and
away he went.

That decision would land Morse
in jail for five months after he ran
out of gas and was found by a po-
lice officer.

That record was erased earlier
this month, when the government
formally forgave the 61-year-old

ician for the i

ROUNDUP

to fence in a portion of a school in
this central Texas town.

“We're moms using guns as tools
to protect our kids,” said Marta El-
lison, a member of the Hanna
Springs Intermediate School Par-
ent-Teacher-Student Organization
and part of the trio of mothers that
put the raffle together. They've set
out to raise about $15,000.

“Bake sales are a thing of the
past,” she said.

Lampasas school Superinten-
dent Carlton Tucker said he’s got-

ten only one comment about the
propriety of using guns to raise
money for a school project.

House hits road

ROCKINGHAM A
one-story modular home
skidded along the middle of Inter-
state 91, blocking traffic and leav-
ing a trail of plywood splinters and
styrofoam scraps in its dust.
The home, on its way north to a
foundation in Lempster, N.H., was
strapped to a Kenworth flatbed be-

that hung over his head for so
many years, though record other-
wise remained spotless.

Then in 1998, Morse — an avid
hunter — tried to buy his son a
shotgun, and was refused, because
of the Brady Bill, which flagged
him for his criminal record.

So he set out to clear his name,
getting character witnesses to fill
out questionnaires. There were in-
terviews with FBI agents.

Finally, this month, in a ceremo-
ny at the White House, President
Bush pardoned Morse, along with
two turkeys named Biscuits and
Gravy. He got the news that morn-
ing.

Plastic bags may cost

SAN FRANCISCO — City

officials are considering
charging grocery stores 17 cents
each for grocery bags to discour-
age use of plastic sacks.

More than 90 percent of consum-
ers choose plastic bags, which are
blamed for everything from clog-
ging recycling machines to killing
marine life and suffocating infants.
But the fee would also apply to
paper bags to help reduce overall
waste.

Promoting a healthy environ-
ment “means we need to help
change people’s patterns, and that
even means their shopping pat-
terns,” said incoming city Supervi-
sor Ross Mirkarimi, who takes of-
fice in January. “This is a sensible
user fee.”

Gun raffle for school

LAMPASAS A local
group is holding a school
benefit raffle featuring a deer rifle,
in hopes of raising enough money

fore at around 2 p.m
Monday near Exit 5, according to
Vermont State Police.

“No one was hurt, fortunately.
And we're still investigating the
cause of the accident,” Cpl. David
Gerard said as he watched a crane
and bucket loader push and lift the
damaged home off the highway
and onto a new flatbed.

Gerard said the driver of the
tractor, Michael Luker, 46, told of-
ficers that he was traveling at 55
miles per hour when he felt a “wob-

Twice the fun
Bon-Macy's visual staff workers
Chris Sisneros, top, and Carol
Mosher are reflected in store
‘windows as they climb ladders to
apply red-ribbon decals to store
‘windows in downtown Seattle.

bly herky-jerky pull”
right before passing

V" the exit ramp.
%  Once the home be-
" came detached, Gerard
said its momentum sent
it spinning approximately
500 feet forward on the
highway, scraping violent-
ly against a west side guard
rail as it crossed a Route S

“ escort vehicles contracted to
monitor the oversize load in trans-
port.

9/11 coins ruled deceptive

ALBANY — A state judge
ruled that a company’s ad-
vertisements for a coin commemo-
rating the Sept. 11 attacks were de-
ceptive, state Attorney General
Eliot Spitzer announced Tuesday.

The judge found that National
Collector’s Mint Inc. committed
fraud, false advertising and decep-
tive business practices when it
marketed its “2004 Freedom
Tower Silver Dollar” for $19.95 in
television and print ads.

The company claimed the medal-
lions were made of nearly pure sil-
ver recovered from Ground Zero
in lower Manhattan. But Spitzer
said they were made of inexpen-
sive metal alloy plated with about
one-ten-thousandth of an inch of
silver.

Paddling outlawed

MEMPHIS Memphis

city schools will no longer
allow paddling as a disciplinary
measure.

In a 5-4 vote Monday night, the
board of the 118,000-student sys-
tem decided instead to consider al-
ternative disciplinary plans.

“The real work begins now,”
said Schools Superintendent Carol
Johnson, who proposed a “Blue
Ribbon Behavior Initiative” that in-
cludes a behavior and social skills
curriculum, and sanctions for unru-
ly students including Saturday
school, community service and
loss of sports-participation privileg-
e

s.

Memphis’ is the largest school
system in Tennessee and the 18th
largest in the nation. According to
the National Coalition to Abolish
Corporal Punishment in Schools
2004 study of the nation’s 100 larg-
est school systems, Memphis’ was
one of only nine that still allow pad-
dling.

Suit alleges death faked

HOUSTON — A lawsuit is

accusing a bank and 24
other businesses and individuals of
helping a Clear Lake man in a $7
million fraud scheme.

Larry Michael Nixon, 55, has
been accused of faking his own
death. The man known for his par-
ties and big spendmg disappeared
after his speedboat, “Living Extra
Fast,” smashed into a barge in Au-
gust 2003 in the Houston Ship
Channel. He was found alive in
January in a house in the North
Texas town of Weatherford.

The lawsuit was filed Friday by
Old National Bank of Evansville,
Ind., and M. Gene Marlin of Green-
wood, Ind., a former partner of
Nixon.

It accuses Moody National Bank
and Michael Hazelwood, vice presi-
dent and loan officer at its Clear
Lake branch, of conspiring with
Nixon to obtain loans to buy nonex-
istent cranes.

Cattle graze on Jay Robinson’s ranch

Beef on the hOOf in Clovis, Calif. After several lean

years, California cattle ranchers are enjoying their second consecutive
year of record beef prices.

6-month-old Lindsey Mann is
Tiny Claus pushed along Main Street by her
grandmother Lucy Ywarsky during the Jewett City Snowflake Parade in
Griswold, Conn. Mann won 1st place in her category.

The fog didn' stop these men from fishing at
Cedar Creek Lake near Crab Orchard,KY.

Foggy fishing
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Club get
in one last race on a nice Sunday afternoon before winter sets in for good.

Let there be llghts Keith Calicott with the Jackson Coun- Panglng On_ .
&y, Mo., Parks and Recroation Dept, A single raindrop clings to the tip

sets up one of the light displays in preparation for the annual Christmas In °f a leaf of a Japanese maple tree

The Park at Longview Lake in Lee’s Summit, Mo. The display opens with in between rain showers in

more than 100 singers and dancers performing and a fireworks display,  Birmingham, Ala.

A cedar tree lays across Wayside Drive in Austin, Texas, after falling in heavy
rains. The tree narrowly missed a parked SUV as it fell.

Near miss

Whale’s diet revealed

ANCHORAGE — A Prince

William Sound killer whale
that washed up dead on Latouche
Island in 2003 had scarfed down at
least five sea otters — plus 1,000
seabird feathers, bits of seaweed
and about nine pounds of rocks.

The belly of the big male, from a
unique population in sharp de-
cline, also contained parts of nine
harbor seals, some river-otter
teeth, a sliver of a clam’s siphon
and an octopus’s beak, according
to Lori Quakenbush, a biologist
with the state’s Arctic Marine
Mammal Program.

The analysis, summarized in a
recent report, gave scientists a
rare chance to catalog exactly
what one of the ocean’s top preda-
tors had to eat.

Tt marked the first time sea-otter
remains had been documented in-
side a killer whale’s stomach, ac-
cording to biologists.

Lawmakers need space

DES MOINES — Officials

are trying to find additional
work space for a Senate that’s split
25-25 among Democrats and Re-
publicans.

The tie means the two parties
get equal staff, equal office space
and equal status. That's not always
easy to arrange and, in some cases,
long planned Statehouse renova-
tion may be put on hold.

Libraries protect kids

FL ORLANDO — Libraries in
Orange County have barred
unaccompanied adults from linger-
ing in the children’s areas of its 14
branches, a policy that is among
the first of its kind in the nation.
Since Nov. 1, adults without chil-
dren may select items in the chil-
dren’s section, but they cannot
read books or loiter in the depart-
ment, said Marilyn Hoffman, com-
munity-relations coordinator.

Bus drivers go hunting

MORGANTOWN — Hun-

dreds of schoolchildren
were forced to find a ride or miss
classes Tuesday when bus drivers
skipped their routes to go deer
hunting for the second straight
day.

Jake Mullet, assistant superin-
tendent of Monongalia County
schools, said the problem was not
as severe as Monday, when trans-
portation officials were unable to
find substitute drivers for 10 buses
and children on those routes were
stranded.

On Tuesday, only six routes
were unstaffed, affecting about
600 children.

Twenty-one drivers did not
show up Monday, Mullet said, “but
contrary to published reports, only
one failed to notify us.”

Mullet said school officials will
meet with the drivers, and disci-
plinary action including suspen-
sion is possible.

Chicago to warn, then tow

CHICAGO — The city of Chi-
cago is changing its towing
program following complaints
from car owners who say they
weren’t given enough notice be-
fore their cars were sold. Chicago
will now give vehicle owners 21
days, up from 15, to reclaim towed
cars and allow them to request
15-day extensions. The city also
will expand the use of payment
plans for tickets, fines and fees.

Hero becomes suspect

SALT LAKE CITY — Two

weeks ago, Michael Wayne
‘Wold was a hero as he rescued his
wife, two young children and the
family dog from their burning sec-
ond-story apartment.

Now, Wold has been charged
with setting the blaze that endan-
gered the lives of everyone living
in the eight-unit complex.

Wold, 38, was charged Monday
with first-degree felony aggravat-
ed arson, puni by up to life

Officials with the i for
Library Service to Children said
many libraries limit adults’ use of
computers or bathrooms in the chil-
dren’s departments, but Orange
County’s policy could be the first
in the nation to restrict adults’ pres-
ence in the areas.

Although Hoffman said no spe-
cific incident led to the new rules,
Orlando police arrested a man in
August after a 15-year-old girl said
he tried to molest her at the down-
town library.

Law limits scooters
BOSTON — A bill that re-

in prison. He has become a suspect
in two other fires that are now
being reinvestigated — an apart-
ment fire and a delivery-van fire.
Both occurred within the past two
years, according to authorities.

Professors unionize

CHENEY — Eastern Wash-

ington University profes-
sors voted overwhelmingly in
favor of forming a union that will
represent full- and part-time facul-
ty in collective bargaining with the
administration. Central Washing-
ton University faculty were the
first in the state to take advantage
of a new collecti ining law

stricts the use of
scooters was approved by state law-
makers Wednesday and sent to
Gov. Mitt Romney for his signa-
ture.

The proposed law requires scoot-
er operators to hold a valid driver’s
license or permit and wear a hel-
met. It also mandates the scooters
be driven during daylight hours at
no more than 20 miles per hour
and requires they be equipped
with turn signals. Drivers must
also obey all traffic laws and stay
off sidewalks.

The new law would cover all
types of scooters, from motorized
skateboards to 2-foot miniature mo-
torcycles and motorized tricycles.

for colleges. Professors at Western
Washington University also are or-
ganizing a union.

Tuition increase

CHEYENNE — The Wyo-

ming Community College
Commission approved a tuition
hike of about 4 percent at the
state’s seven community colleges.
Under the new rates, effective in
the 2005-06 school year, a full-time
student who is a Wyoming resident
will pay $684 a semester, up from
$660. Full-time nonresidents will
now pay $2,064 a semester, up
from $1,980.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Incubus singer fined for weapon

Incubus’ lead singer pleaded guilty in New York to dis-
orderly conduct and was fined $250 for carrying a switch-
blade in his bag while trying to board a plane.

Brandon Boyd, 28, said Tuesday he bought the switch-
blade while he was in Amsterdam
and brought it back in his suitcase.
Later on, he went camping with his
family and brought the blade with
him in his toiletry bag and forgot
about it.

“I had finally found a use for it:
Camping,” he said. “I totally forgot
about it in my bag.”

Boyd was stopped U.S. Airways
terminal at LaGuardia Airport when
baggage screeners spotted the knife
in his carry-on luggage.

Boyd was charged with criminal
possession of weapon and was released after four hours
in a holding cell. The charges were later reduced.

Military families get a cruise

For relatives and friends of U.S. troops serving in Iraq,
“The Ellen DeGeneres Show” was the place to be.

Studio audience members, all with a military connec-
tion, were surprised with the gift of a
free cruise at a taping Tuesday. The
episode of the syndicated talk show,
with guest Tom Hanks, aired
‘Wednesday.

A total of 250 seven-day cruises
for four, along with taxes and fees,
were given in iation of troops

‘What doesn’

kill you ...

b

Ja Rule has taken on 50 Cent and the Feds,
now he’s back to doing what he does best

BY JIM FARBER
New York Daily News

Don't cry for Ja Rule.
Yes, the rapper has experienced the kind of year that
could make Bill O'Reilly’s look enviable. But he insists, “I
wasn't out somewhere whining and crying. I just had to make
sense of it all. I really didn’t understand what came at me.”
Especially since it came from so many different direc-

ons.
In 2003, this one-time hip-hip giant — who racked up four

deployed from three California
bases: Marine Corps Air Station
Miramar, Camp Pendleton and Fort

Celebrity Cruises is providing the
vacations, available at any time to
allow for troops overseas to take part on their return, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for the show.

DeGeneres also joined with the USO to send more than
5000 care packages to the audience’s relatives and
friends in Iraq. The episode will be repeated on Thanks-
giving on the Armed Forces Network.

DeGeneres

2 Live Crew concert causes controversy

A beer garden that usually hosts polka bands may get
fined after a raunchy performance by 2 Live Crew.

The Nov. 18 rap concert, which featured explicit Iyrics,
partially nude lap dancing and simulated sex acts, was at-
tended by undercover agents from the California Depart-
ment of Alcohol and Beverage Control, The Sonoma Val-
ley Sun reported.

The agency may fine the owners of Little Switzerland,
which advertises itself as a 1920s style European beer
hall, or suspend its alcohol license, according to investiga-
tor Scott Warnock.

The 2 Live Crew was not specifically targeted, War-
nock said.

A show scheduled in nearby Guerneville for Nov. 20
was canceled after the Little Switzerland incident.

The beer hall’s owners, Antonio and Alina Garcia, were
unavailable for comment.

Waits hits stage in London

Offbeat rocker-actor Tom Waits returned to the British
stage Tuesday for the first time since 1987.

The 3,000-capacity Carling Hammersmith Apollo sold
out in 20 minutes when tickets went on sale for the only
British date on his European tour promoting his new
“cubist funk” album “Real Gone.”

Music stars including Thom
Yorke, Beth Orton and Jamie Cul-
lum were in the crowd to see Waits
perform new material, as well as old
favorites from his 30-year career. [§
The audience seemed to relish
Waits’ unique gravely singing voice.

Making fun of his long absence
from London and his own age, the
54-year-old singer said: “It’s good to
see you.

“OK, all right, yeah, 17 years ...
but you look good. The three ages of
‘man: youth, middle age and ‘you look good.” ”

Waits

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

albums between 1999 and 2002 — found him-
self embroiled in the biggest beef this side of Peter Luger. In
interviews, mix tapes and official releases, he battled it out
with 50 Cent, then the top new rapper around.

And he was losing badly.

In February 2003, 50 humiliated Rule on the fastest selling
CD of the year, “Get Rich or Die Tryin".” It labeled Rule a
fake gangsta who had imitated Tupac Shakur, and who sold
out rap by turning it into pop. Powerful associates of 50, in-
cluding Eminem, Dr. Dre and his G-Unit posse, also ripped
into Rule.

Last November, the embattled rap-
per finally fired back with his own
album of barbs, “Blood in My Eye.”
On one track, Rule vowed to “go to
jail for sending S0 to hell.”

But the album became the rap-
per’s first commercial disappoint-
ment, selling fewer than 500,000
copies.

At the same time federal agents
began an ongoing investigation into
Murder Inc., the record company that
launched Rule. It accused the label of
being funded by drug money.

Then rumors began to swirl that
Rule was splitting with his wife.

The two, who married four
years ago, have known
each other since high
school in  Hollis,
Queens, when Rule
was known as Jef-
frey Atkins. They
have three chil-
dren, ages 1, 3 and
9.

By early 2004,
Rule admits when
he’d “go out in the
streets, it was
‘f— you’ [from
the fans].”

He asserts it all

They were told lies
and they believed
them.”

Now Rule is trying
to set the record
straight and revive his
badly wounded ca-
reer with a new
album, “RULE,”
‘which hits stores Nov.
9.

"On the CD, Rule, 28,
deals with all his struggles.

“I poured out my soul,” he says. But he tried not to in-
crease the anger.

“I want [fans] to focus on the artist and the music and not
the hoopla that tends to distract people,” he says.

‘The music returns Rule to his hit-making style, with more
R&B elements provided by singers like Ashanti, Lloyd and
R. Kelly. It contrasts dramatically with last year’s hard-core
“Blood” m.

Rule says he got the anger out of his system on that CD.
But certain events surrounding its release drew criticism.

Rule issued “Blood” one day after giving a highly publi-
cized interview with Minister Louis Farrakhan that was
meant to deflate the escalating beef between him and 50.
Fans heard only encouraging words from Rule in the inter-
view, but the rapper says he did vent during it.

“They spliced it up,” he explains. “In the minister’s de-
fense, they did that because he thought it was better for hip
hop to show no negativity.”

50 Cent didn’t show up for his half of the powwow, which
Rule says “was disrespectful to the minister, and to hip hop.”

But many hip-hop fans wound up blaming Rule for partici-
pating in a peace talk one day, then putting out a war-monger-
ing album the next.

They called the whole Farrakhan talk a PR stunt.

“Inever said [the interview] wasn’t meant for promotion,”
Rule says.

He also feels it's hypocritical for listeners to accuse him of
watering down hip hop when they made hits of the songs in
question.

“Now everyone is doing that style,” Rule says. “They’re
riding the formula.”

As for his label’s troubles, Rule says its workers have had

a hard time dealing with them. Last year, the company
changed its name from Murder Inc. to The Inc.
Rule claims the switch was not a reaction
to the investigation.
“We're not kids on the block
anymore,” he explains.
“We're a company with cor-
porate sponsors that don’t
like having ‘Murder’ on
their letterheads.”
Though The Inc. re-
mained firmly on Rule’s
side behind the scenes,
in public he toughed
out his problems
alone. Some loyal fans
wondered why no
other rappers came
to his defense. Rule
claims some want-
ed to, but he told
them, “I'm going to
do this as a lone sol-
dier, to make an
even stronger state-
ment about my-
self.”
Rule claims the
public’s attitude to-
ward him also is turn-
ing around. He even
claims this brutal
year had its good
side.
“It made me a bet-
ter artist,” he says. “Every-
body needs an adversary.
What doesn’t kill you will only

make you stronger.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Church more than a place

The writer of “Keep religion in the
church” (Nov. 14) states that America was
not founded by Christians. It was in Chris-
topher Columbus’ log that his mission was
to find another world and preach the gos-
pel to the heathens. He said he was an un-
worthy sinner.

Columbus was also a slave trader who
took six people back as servants to Spain,
and far as the Indians go, they were slaugh-
tered by the army, not specifically by
Christians.

We are all not perfect, but we can
choose to turn from sin.

As far as the Crusader period, in A.D.
637, the armies of Islam lead by the Caliph
Omar conquered Jerusalem, the center of
the Christian world and a magnet for
Christian pilgrims. The city’s Muslim mas-
ters exhibited a certain level of religious
tolerance. The situation remained stable
for more than 400 years. Then, in the latter
part of the 11th century, the Turks
swarmed westward out of central Asia,
overrunning all that lay in their path. The
atmosphere of tolerance practiced by the
followers of Omar was replaced by vicious
attacks on the Christian pilgrims and on
their sacred shrines in the Holy City. To
the Europeans, the Holy Land was now in
the smothering grip of the infidel and
something must be done. So again, the war
began with Islamic extremists, not merci-
less Christians.

People tend to think of the church as a
place, but it’s actually the body of the be-
lievers. The purpose is not to save the
same Christians every Sunday but to
spread the “good news.”

As far as America coming more liberal,
it is nothing new to this world. For centu-
ries people have added and implicated
their own views, which God has warned us
of: the teaching of false prophets.

The writer also states he does not like
man-made religion. Who would? It's fake.
Jesus inspired Christianity and it only
takes a few to poison it with liberal views.
Once you’ve done that, it’s man-made.

Sgt. Phillip Clinton Grauel
Camp Taji, Iraq

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

Start acting like soldiers

Stop it! Stop whining!

Day in and day out for the last 11
months, I've read your petty complaints in
Stars and Stripes. You are soldiers, so start
acting like it.

Do you think the men in World War I1,
Korea or Vietnam worried about someone
else’s uniform? No. And do you know why?
They were too busy trying to stay alive.

you absolufely must write in,
make it something worthwhile. For exam-
ple, how you are going to miss your family
during the holiday season or, perhaps, ded-
icate a few paragraphs to a fallen com-
rade. Save the uniform-imperfection stuff
for back home.

And another thing, if you are writing
from Kuwait, please don’t tell us your
gripes. Save the venting for those of us in a
real combat zone (that would be Iraq and

Result of liberal thinking

Tjust finished reading “Keep religion in
church” (Nov. 14). Can anyone find a sin-
gle nation or government that was not won
by bloodshed?

It is not what transpired to get to where
we are today, but the motive. Sadly
enough, many have lost their lives to
achieve freedom, but after all the blood-
shed had been cleaned up, the people were
in a worse state of oppression than when
they began. I also disagree with
man-made religion, which has brought at
times the power of the life-changing gos-
pel to no effect.

The most destructive thing that has hap-
pened in the United States in the last 50
years is allowing extremely liberal-mind-
ed people to change the “moral markers”
of life to broaden the once-narrow road es-
tablished by God to please all those
screaming: “What about our feelings?”

Faith is the foundation of our nation:
“one nation under God” — not “gods.” But
aliberal mind would argue this very state-
ment, a statement spoken by the Founding
Fathers of our nation.

Sgt. Harvey L. Segura
Camp Ferrin-Huggins, Iraq

Just sit back, enjoy your

“combat” pay and sew that patch on your

right shoulder (above or below the flag, I
don't really care).

Sgt. Casey Clouchete

Forward Operating Base Abu Ghraib, Iraq

It was just a joke

The response to “R&R may be in order”
(letter, Nov. 20), which was about sugges-
tions for improving the appearance of the

erostat, seems to miss what I believe was
the letter writer’s point, or lack there of —
it was a joke.

Tknow these days a person is not correct
unless politically correct and humor is
often mistaken as means for another per-
son or group to call to arms. So instead of
reading too far into what was meant at
worst as a bit of sarcasm, I suggest you
may want to simply grin and bear it.

On a side note, I find the importance
and usefulness of the Aerostat to be some-
where along the lines of Camp Victory’s
speed-bumps and the logistics support
area fences. None of the previously men-
tioned “improvements” were here when
my unit arrived a year ago, and all have
been futile in making our deployment here
any more secure.

Sgt. Todd Weinzierl
Camp Victory, Iraq
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Weighing anchors in a new TV age

Los Angeles Times

nce, news anchors were not only
the public faces of their net-
works but also trusted icons, to
the point that Sweden’s televi-
sion anchors were dubbed “Kronkiters”
after the fatherly CBS newsman. Tues-
day’s that Dan_Rather,
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Walter Cronkite’s successor at CBS, is de-
parting is further evidence of how far an-
chors have fallen.

Conservative Web logs and talk radio
shows, where it's been Rathergate 24/7
since the network’s botched news report
on President Bush’s National Guard ser-

Dooneshury

vice, rejoiced. They guffawed over denials
that CBS had pushed out Rather in the
wake of the controversial story and subse-
quent retraction. But he and his network
Kin are falling victim to stagnant ratings as
well. It’s all a far cry from the sorrowful re-
action when Cronkite announced his re-
tirement in 1980.

Meanwhile, NBC’s Tom Brokaw, the na-
tion’s top-rated news anchor for the last
seven years, will turn his desk over to an-
chor-in-waiting Brian Williams next week.
Peter Jennings of ABC, who at 66 will be-
come the new dean of network anchors,
will now make a last run at reclaiming the

No. 1 spot in the network ratings. But that
doesnt mean nearly as much as it once
did.

Ratings for evening network news have
declined dramatically since the early
1970s. Cable networks are eating away at
the networks’ franchise. .

etwork news divisions once were the
crown jewels of broadcast companies.
Now they just seem like a footnote at NBC,
ABC and CBS. ... The next generation of
network anchors will have to shout to be
heard, while even the idea of networks
goes lncreasmgly out of focus.

As Cronkite would say: And that’s the
way it is.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Clinton craves spotlight that has new focus

ur quiz today is a multi-
ple-choice question: What does

Bill Clinton want?
(A) To guide Democrats out

of the deep woods.

(B) To help heal
Michael Goodwin the nation’s bitter di-
————— visions.

- (C) To pave the
way for President Hil-
lary.

‘The correct answer
is all of the above —
and nome of the
above.

What Bubba really
wants is vindication.
Everything else, in-
cluding Hillary in the
Oval Office, is just a
means to his end game of getting back on
top again. It's all about one more come-
back.

/D |

It ain’t gonna happen.

Clinton’s presiding over the opening of
his $165 million library looked like a
happy trip down memory lane. Surround-
ed by family, friends and foes, he was the
center of attention, the pudgy young pol
turned elder statesman.

But behind the facade of generous trib-
utes was the sad spectacle of the
once-most-powerful man on Earth trying
desperately to find his footing on history’s
rain-slicked ladder. It's a tricky climb,
and time is no longer his friend — and not
just because of his fragile health.

The world before 9/11 seems like a mil-
lion years ago. Most of the political les-
sons he taught us then about the “third
way” mean little now. In all the important
ways, the future became unhinged from
the past. And so the Man from Hope is
now the Man from Yesterday.

That’s not to say Bill Clinton isn’t rele-
vant. He is to the 30,000 devotees who

trekked to Arkansas and to the millions
who look back with fondness on the first
baby-boomer president.

And each time his party loses a presi-
dential election, he looks more like a
giant. It is shocking to remember that no
Democrat since FDR has been elected
twice — except Clinton.

Although he never won a majority of
the popular vote, his two terms earned
him a permanent spot in what one observ-
er calls the inner circle of the world’s
most exclusive club.

Still, he wants more. He wants us to
think of him as great and to still need him.
But he wasn't great. And we don’t need
him.

It's not just Monica — though she
comes to mind first, and the impeach-
ment saga she launched will surely be in
the top paragraph of his obit. His dismiss-
ing it in the library exhibit under the cate-
gory of the “polifics of persecution” was
both tasteless and revealing.

Jesus did not fool around with interns.

But even Clinton’s achievements of
prosperity and peace now look hollow. In
hindsight, we know that much of the pros-
perity was a bubble fueled by venal corpo-
rate criminals. And there was peace only
because the Clinton White House chose
not to see that Osama Bin Laden had al-
ready declared war on us.

The yearning for those days is foolish,
but probably harmless — except for the
Democratic Party. If its leaders look to
Clinton for anything other than a pep talk,
they are courting disaster.

American politics, like everything else,
changed on 9/11. As the last election
proved, the game is no longer about tradi-
tional standards of interest groups and
issue positions. Biography, charisma and
the polish of education matter far less
than they did just four years ago.

The new gold standard is at once more

elusive and more precise. For every
would-be leader, the test is this: Are you
rock-solid? Those who cannot say yes,
and convince voters, need not apply.
Weakness, waffling, nuance, process —
they’re luxuries from a bygone era.

And for God’s sake, no more parsing

and blurring. It’s a gut-check world now,
and half-truths are no longer half true.
They’re damnable lies.

Bubba had his run. His time, and times,
have passed. He isn’t ready to accept
that, but we must. The future demands it.
Michael Good)

aNew York Daily News columnist.

Once vocal on Iraq, Annan too quiet on controversy

Chicago Tribune

.N.  Secretary-General  Kofi
Annan can be generous with his
opinions. He has pronounced the
US.-led overthrow of Saddam
Hussein to be “illegal,” and he warned be-
fore the recent assault on Fallujah that a mili-
tary campaign and “increased insurgent vio-
lence” put Iraq’s January election at risk.

If only the Iraqi people could hear the sec-
retary-general summon equivalent candor
about their billions of dollars in oil money
that Saddam looted while Annan’s United
Nations looked the other way — or corruptly
assisted. Instead, Annan continues to block
efforts by congressional probers to inspect
internal documents that would establish the
United Nations’ level of complicity.

And so, for lack of that candor, the scandal
known as Oil-for-Food continues to rise to-
‘ward Annan’s chin. On his watch, the United
Nations’ biggest-ever relief operation has be-
come its biggest-ever embarrassment. Re-
member those $25,000 rewards that Saddam
paid to families of Palestinian suicide bomb-
ers who had attacked Israeli citizens? The
Associated Press now cites Jordanian bank
records strongly indicating that Saddam
used money stolen under Oil-for-Food to
fund those terror bounties. The purported ev-
idence even includes a canceled check deliv-
ered to one Palestinian family.

And those insurgents in Irag? Now the
heads of two U.S. congressional committees
probing Oil-for-Food — Rep. Henry Hyde,
R-IIL, and Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn. —
have suggested that Oil-for-Food money

may be funding the killers who are preying
on American troops.

For Annan and the United Nations, these
are potentially devastating turns. Particular-
ly given that the United Nations framed
Oil-for-Food as a great humanitarian ges-
ture.

Saddam was permitted to sell some oil,
under U.N. monitoring, and could use the
proceeds to buy food and medicine for his
people. Instead he parlayed the program
into a vast scheme of kickbacks, bribes and
extortions. He ripped off his own people to
rebuild his military, construct palaces and
purchase the fealty of diplomats, public off
cials, influential citizens and companies all

over the globe.

Saddam’s goal was to buy enough clout to
end U.N. sanctions against Iraq. And he near-
ly got his way. His biggest secret payoffs al-
legedly went to powerful interests in Russia,
France and China — nations that hold veto
power in the U.N. Security Council. Those
also happen to be three nations that were
pushing to loosen trade sanctions on Iraq.
And the same trio later helped keep the Secu-
rity Council from enforcing its own resolu-
tions against Saddam.

As early as 2000, the United Nations had
indications Saddam was ripping off its pro-
gram. Annan needs to disclose in detail why
the United Nations didn’t intervene as Sadd-

am’s thefts climbed to a suspected $21 bil-
lion. A spokesman for the International Rela-
tions Committee, headed by Hyde, says, “If
the U.N. continues to stonewall,” Hyde’s in-
vestigators “will find other ways.”

That mission is imperative. As we have
noted, the abuse of U.N. sanctions gave Sadd-
am money and time. He used the former to
fund his outlaw regime, the latter to brutal-
ize and murder his people by the tens of
thousands.

The United Nations, which views itself as
noble, owes the world an explanation of why
it tolerated that abuse. And so does Kofi
Annan.

Mallard Fillmore
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Horoscope

The full moon in Gemini inspires
an atmosphere that's witty and
charming with a perfect blend of
sass and fun. Social interac-
tion is injected with giddi-
ness and bright communica-
tion. Mental expansion is
the goal. The danger is in
revealing too much or
getting into conversations
that are really over our
heads. But how else are we
to leam?

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 26). You allow
yourself to be guided to-
Ward success this year,
realizing that resistance is
futile. Reunite with a loved one next
month, and you can let old baggage
drop, too. February brings a solid
relationship with someone who
shares your love of adventure. A
breakthrough in your work helps you
get out of debt in March. Leo and
Capricom are favored.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're not required to know it all, but
do take hold of your own mission.

4

Holiday

Don't be tricked into thinking you've
got to spend a lot to get a lot. Every-
thing can be kept to a reasonable
budget with a little ingenuity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
When you feel marvelous, you act
marvelous, and that's just
what the impressionable
peaple around you need
to see right now. Exam-
ples of how to live life in a
celebratory way are few
and far between.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Someone
has started a job and left
itfor you to finish! It's
annoying — until you
realize that all this taking
care of business makes
you deadly attractive! All
the attention you're getting fluffs
your ego.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
The smart, creative people claim
you as one of their own. If you've
been sitting on an idea, get off of it
today. Let it go, or make it happen.
Lucky connections with a Cancer or
Pisces will speed things along.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Potential partners — for com-
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Snooping

Dear Abby: rm a single moth-
er, raising a 14-year-old daugh-
ter, “Cheryl.” Recently, Cheryl
has started going through my
things while I am not at home. A
couple of times she has found
things of a sexual nature — pic-
tures and marital aids —
that I had thought were
well hidden.

How do I address
these matters without
discussing the content in
depth? We have discus-
sions about a lot of
things, but I must admit
I'm embarrassed about
this.

However, I want to
discuss this with Cheryl
before she tells someone
about what she found
and gets misinformation.

— Blushing in Chicago

Dear Blushing: Your daughter
is old enough to understand the
concept of privacy — and that
includes not going through your
things without permission, or
discussing your private life with
her contemporaries. Since you

Dear Abby

now know what she does in your
absence, keep your personal
items under lock and key.

If Cheryl questions you about
the items she found, explain to
her that they are sometimes used
by adults. If she wants to know
more, answer her questions
honestly. And while
you're at it, be sure
Your daughter knows
that if she has further
questions in the future,
she’s welcome to come
to you.

Dear Abby: rm
having trouble dealing
with my Aunt “Marge.”
She disapproves of the
fact that my husband,
“Keith,” is 40 and I'm
33. Aunt Marge says [
should have married someone
my age — or no more than a year
or two older — because SHE
likes men her own age..

Keith earns enough so that T
can stay at home with our two
children. Aunt Marge says I'm
selfish to make him carry the
financial burden alone. (Neither

kid creates problem JUMELE

Keith nor I feel there’s anything
selfish about it.)

Aunt Marge stops by unexpect-
edly a lot, usually at night. If 'm
wearing my robe and ni 3

MEPIR

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one ietter to each square,
to form four ordinary words,

90 minutes for a table

Imstaning &

she demands to know why. Then
she asks why I took my shower
so long before bedtime. She also
constantly criticizes the way I
‘wear my hair.
bby, she’s a good person in
other ways, but she has always
had a habit of criticizing and
being too quick to judge. Do
Keith and I have reason to be
offended, or should we just ac-
cept that she is who she is, ig-
nore her, and not say anything?
— Getting Fed Up in California
Dear Fed Up: If no one has
pointed out to Aunt Marge that
it's rude to drop by unannounced
and give unsolicited advice
about personal grooming, now is
the time. It won’t change her, but
perhaps it will cause her to stop
for @ moment and think.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

MOBOL

>
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No intimacy with older husbhand

Dear Annie: Thirty
years ago, when I married
‘my husband, “Jeff,” T
couldn't foresee any
‘major problems with
marrying a man who was
25 years older. I was then
26, and he was S1. Now I
am 56 and Jeff is 81.

After completely ignor-
ing me sexually for the
past 15 years, Jeff sudden-
ly announced that he is
unhappy. The main cause
of his complaint is our
complete lack of physical intima-

cy.

T'd like to know what sand pile
Jeff has had his head in all this
time. I reminded him that I
begged him to go to marriage
counseling 15 years ago when he
became impotent after prostate
surgery.

Until impotency curtailed his
activities, Jeff also was quite a
skirt chaser. There have been
times when I've been ready to
throw him out. I care for Jeff, but
no longer in any romantic way. In
the meantime, T am very lonely.

— Loveless in Louisiana

Dear Louisiana: One or two.

Annie’s Mailbox

Jeffis 81. Ts there any
possibility that his
recent demands are due
to incipient dementia or
physical problems? He
might benefit from a
complete checkup.
Second, please consider
counseling for YOU. It
would be useful if Jeff
came with, but it is not
an absolute necessity.
Marriage includes @
‘promise to make every
effort to get through the

rough times.

Dear Annie: 1 can't believe
defended “Montana Woman,” who
complained that older men have
too much ear hair.

As a 75-year-old man, I have to
defend our naturally occurring
excess ear hair. First of all, [ am
not going to start poking scissors
into my ears to deal with the
problem, and my wife can’t help
because she has carpal tunnel
syndrome and can’t even handle a
pencil. I do make feeble attempts
with the pop-up trimmer on my
electric razor, but my eyes are not

good enough to see what T am
doing. So my ears have to wait to
be trimmed by my barber when
he trims my eyebrows and nose
hairs. This I do on a monthly basis
when my hair needs cutting, but
at $25 a pop, I'm not going o do it
more frequently.

— Bill from Connecticut

Dear Bill: A lot of hairy men
(and women who care about the
subject) wrote to us about this.
Here are two views:

From Round Rock, Texas: I
read your column every single
day and had to comment. As a
46-year-old man, I am lucky not
to have nose hair, but I do have
ear hair. There is not a gizmo
made that removes ear hair
without pulling, yanking or tear-
ing it by the roots. Believe me,
T've tried everything. Thank God
my wife thinks the small amount
of hair bordering my ears is
sexy. I'm lucky to have her.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century BIvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
reators Syndicate
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“l was REALLY thankful yesterday.
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Rejuvenated Heels win Maui Invitational

The Associated Press

LAHAINA, Hawaii — Ray-
‘mond Felton did everything to get
North Carolina another Maui Invi-
tational championship.

The junior point guard ran the
offense as he always does, defend-
ed the opponent’s best backcourt
player as he always does and
even threw in a couple of high-
lighttape moves in the
11th-ranked Tar Heels' 106-92
victory over Iowa on Wednesday

night.

Oh, and he did it all one day
after his hurting his left wrist.

“I was in pain the whole time,
but I just forgot about it,” Felton
said. “I love my teammates to
death, the coaching staff, Coach
Williams. I'll always give them
100 percent.”

It was the fourth Maui Invita-
tional title game in as many ap-
pearances for the Tar Heels (3-1)
and they headed back to the main-
land with a second championship
trophy. And even though Rashad
McCants had 22 points, Felton
was the main reason, so he was se-
lected the tournament

His stats weren’t overly impres-
sive — 13 points, nine assists, five
rebounds and four steals — but it
was the defensive job he did on Io-
wa’s Jeff Horner that set the tone
for the Tar Heel

N\ Men's Top 25
Roundup

“We talked about how Horner
is the key to their whole team be-
cause he shoots with such range
he spreads your defense,” Tar
Heels coach Roy Williams said.
“Whoever is guarding him has to
keep him in front of them but be
close enough to do something.
Raymond is our best on-the-ball
defender and his play was impor-
tant to us on both ends of the
court. He established the tempo
on the offensive end and he’s diffi-
cult to dribble penetrate against
on the defensive end.”

Horner averaged 22.5 points in
the first two games for the
Hawkeyes @3-, shooting
22-for-40 from the field. Felton,
playing with a bandage on his left
wrist, just wouldn’t let Horner get
the ball where he wanted it.

Horner took just four shots in
the first half and made two, and
had six points as North Carolina
took a 59-40 lead. The Tar Heels
shot 58 percent in the first half,
closing the opening 20 minutes by
making 11 of their last 14 shots.

In its semifinal win over Ten-

nessee, North Carolina made 14
of its last 17 shots in the first half
to take control.

“I think more than what Felton
did defensively was how he broke
our defense down,” Towa coach
Steve Alford said. “He was tre-
mendous. He made shots and he
does such a great job of setting ev-
erybody else up. Nine assists and
one turnover. He had a very, very
good game and he’s as good a
point guard as we've played.”

No. 1 Wake Forest 79, Provi-
dence 67: At New York, Justin
Gray needed six stitches in his
right eyebrow after taking an
elbow to the face, but came back
and finished with 21 points for
Wake Forest in the semifinals of
the Preseason NIT at Madison
Square Garden.

The Demon Deacons (4-0) sur-
vived some hot shooting by Provi-
dence’s Ryan Gomes to advance
to the championship game Friday
night against Arizona.

Gomes led Providence (3-1)
with 24 points and Dwight Brew-
ington added 23.

No. 5 ois 85, Oakland,
Mich. 54: At Champaign, IIL,
Luther Head scored Illinois’ first
seven points and finished with 22
to lead the Illini (3-0).

Deron Williams

added 17

points and had nine assists for Illi-
nois (3-0).

No. 12 Louisville 82, Stanford
67: At Lahaina, Hawaii, Taquan
Dean scored 30 points and Louis-
ville (3-1) beat Stanford in the
fifth-place game of the Maui Invi-
tational

Rob Little had 19 points for
Stanford (2-2).

No. 15 Texas 95, Tennessee
70: At Lahaina, Hawaii, fresh-
man guard Daniel Gibson scored
19 points, leading the Longhorns
(3-1) over Tennessee (1-2) in the
third-place game of the Maui Invi-
tational.

No. 18 Arizona 61, Michigan
60 (OT): At New York, Hall of
Fame coach Lute Olson pushed
his Madison Square Garden win-
ning streak to 11 games with Ari-
zona’s victory.

In the extra period, Chris Hunt-
er gave Michigan the lead, but Ari-
zona (3-1) battled back, tying it on
two free throws by Channing Frye
and then moving ahead on a foul
shot by Mustafa Shakur and a bas-
ket by Jawann McClellan.

Michigan (3-1) got into it again
on free throws by Dion Harris,
Daniel Horton and Hunter. The
Wolverines had the ball and a
chance to win, but Horton’s shot
missed.

No. 16 Pittsburgh 83, Robert
Morris 59: At Pittsburgh, Chris
Taft and Chevon Troutman led a
16-0 run during the final six min-
utes of the first half to help Pitts-
burgh (2-0) beat city rival Robert
Morris (1-3).

Taft finished with 21 points and
nine rebounds and point guard
Carl Krauser had 18 points. Pitts-
burgh won its 42nd in a row at
home against non-conference op-
ponents_and improved to 24-0
against Robert Morris.

No. 19 Alabama 90, Alaska-An-
chorage 55: At Anchorage, Alas-
ka, Jermareo Davidson scored 15
of his 17 points in the first half,
leadmg Alabama (3-0) to a rout of

Division 1I Alaska-Anchorage
(1-2) in the first round of the
Great Alaska Shootout.

Davidson added 13 rebounds
for Alabama and Earnest Shelton
had 18 points.

No. 24 Gonzaga 88, Idaho 74:
At Spokane, Wash., senior Ronny
Turiaf scored a career-high 40
points and grabbed 11 rebounds,
leading Gonzaga (3-0) past Idaho
(0-9).

Turiaf became the first Gonza-
ga player since Jim McPhee in
1990 to score 40 in a game. Dan-
drick Jones led Idaho with 23
points.
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College football
AP Top 25 schedule

Thursday, Nov. 25
No. 21 West Virginia at Pittsburgh

Friday, Nov. 26
No. 6 Texas vs. No. 22 Texas A&M
No. 14 LSU at Arkansas
No. 18 Arizona State at Arizona
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Texas-Ariington 88,
W. New Mexico ghlands
Washington St & Geu d\a Southern 42

Carrs/safewsy Gmt aoka Shootout
flabama 0./ maska Anchorage 55
mesofa
invitational

North Carolina 106, lowa 02
ce
Texas 95, Tennessee 70
Louisville 82, Stanford 67
Place

BYU 77, Chaminade 56
Guardians Classic

Creighton 65, Ohio St. 63, 0T
“Third Place
Houston 57, Missouri 55
Preseason NIT
emifinals
in 60, OT

Arizona 61, Michi )
fovidence 67

Wake Forest 79, P
AP women’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. Tennessee (3-0) did not play. Next: at
N 4 Texas, Thursday.
LSU'(5:0) did nof play. Next: vs. No. 22
Maryland 2t Bouider o, fra
3 Georia (2:0) did not play: Next:
idgho at Honoluly, Friday
(D) dig not Biay. Next: vs. No. 1

vs.

Texas
Tennessee,r
i Carolina (3-0) did not play. Next:
VoNo B wnanova at Las Vegas, Safurday.
. Notre Dame (5-0) did not play. Next: at
S%utgcm Cal

g
ford (40) éeat Louisiana-Lafayette
5, No, 12 Texas Fech

e
Wednosday:
r @1 did not Blay. Next: vs. sam
Houston State, Fri
Next: vs.

n

amas, Friday.

3 GRS
Vals, Satorday-

2! Texas Tech (1-0) did not play. Next: at
N/ Stanford, Sunda
State (2:0) did not play. Next:
vs, Utah at Honolulu, Friday.
id, Vanderm -0 did not play. Next:
Rhode Island, a&/.
8. purdue (1.0) d1d not ‘play Next: vs. Ar-
‘exas, Thursday.
«play Next:

17. Rut %(EFS (1-0) did VIO( ela)’ NSXL VS,
South Dakota State at US Virgin Islands,
Ursda
5. Mmynescta (3-1) did not play. Next: at
Creighton, Sunday
9. DePaul (3-0) d\d nol play. Next: vs.
NDﬂhWESiEm. Satul

s

e Colobe ¢
7 Now

21. Oklahoma (2:0) did
Akron at Bahamas, Friday.

3 Marviand (2-0) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 2 LSU at Boulder, Colo, Friday.

23, Louisiana Tech (1-0) beat Mississiopi
88-70. Next: vs. Arkansas State, Sunday

X id n
Ng,5 North Caroling at Las Vegas, sat urday.

a (2-1) did not play. Next: at BYU,

Wednesday's women's scores

American U. 67, Mount ot Mary's, Md. 52
Boston Col \Iege 74, Qumnlmac 3

Niagar
Syracus

DePauw 65, Thomas More 56

6, . Virginia 7
Bradley 83, Il Chlcaqué7

Marquette 67, Toledo 28
Minn.-Moorhéad 70, Vauey City st.55
Nortfwestern 64 W, Michigan o

Wright St.98.Ind.Pur.¢t. 4 aync?s

Houston 80, Creinion &5 -
Tulsa 71, SW M\sso‘un H)

BYU 81, Nev:

Lon%Beach i Montana 53

UCLA 83, Clemson
“FOURNAMENT

ANK MCNAMARA

Great Alaska Shootout
Championship
Stanford 67, Louisiana:L afayette 47
lace
£ Washington 82, Alaska-Anchorage 69

nnis

Fed Cup
At Krylatskoe Ice Stadium
Moscow
Surface: urgﬂ Indoor
'WORLD GR

b
s
Russia 3, Austria 0

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. Yvonne
Meusburer, Austria, 6-1, &1,

Anastasi e/skma Russia, def. Patricia
Wartusch, Au

e Sin
Anastasia Myskina, Rusgla, gef. Yvomne
Meusberger, Austria, 3-6, 6-3,

Setlana Kuznetsola. Russia, . patricia
Wartusch, Aust

* bou
Elena Likhovtseva S Vera zvonareva,
Russia, vs. Yvonne Meusberger and Patri
Warmisch, Austra 5, 5pain
France 5, Spain
Singles

Tatiana Goloin, France, def. Anabel Medi-
spain, 6:3,
bechy, _France, def.
Sanchez Lorenzo, Spain, 6-2. 6-4.

Nathalie Dechy, rrance, 39! Anabel Medi-
na Garrigues, Sp:

Tatiana Go\ovm, Franc& def. Marta Mar-
rero, Spain,

Maria

Warion Bartol and i nce, def.
Marta Marrero and Virginia Ruano Pascual,
Spain, 7-5, 6-2.

College soccer

Men’s Diw nn I tournament

St. John's m B SRIAN G
Rea Moo (71D at Virginia (.40
(ulsa” 1263 at Southern” Methodist
‘Wake Forest (14-5-1) at Virginia Common-
weaith (12-52)

Qhio state 12:6:9) af Duke 16.5)
Crelghton (14:4-1) at Maryland (1
O Sarbara (82T ot ONC arebns-
boro (19-2-1
Boston College (13-4-2) at Indiana (15-4-1)

Women’s Div. | tournament

uze
Portland (20-3-0) at 1)
Washington (17.4- n & Princeton (62-0)

turday, Nov. 27
YeLaGe D at Ghio State (1933
NS oS s Santa Siava (17-42)

Wednesdqy’s transactlons

CHICAG WHITE SOX- Agreed to_terms
with LHP Kevin Walker on a one-year con-

act,
CLEVELAND INDIANS—Agreed to_terms
with RHP Bob Wickman on a one-year con-

act.
 MIRNESOTA TWINS —Agreed to terms with
Mike Redmond on a two-year con

National League
ARIZONA _DIAMONDBACKS—Named Bob

with Jim Tracy, manager, on a two-year con-

tragt
ITTSBURGH PIRATES—Acquired OF Anto-
mo sucre from the Momrea\%xpos for OF L.

ional laske ke
cLev u CAVALIERS . AR Luke
om the ilared st Placea F sasha
B oo e
LoS ANGELES CLIPPERS. “Activated C Chris
Kaman from the injured list.
WASHINGTON WIZARDSNamed Mitchell
Butler director of gm;er deveiopme:

ARIZONA“CARDINALS Placea %8 oy
Hambrick on Injured reserve. Signed K

Damien Ander:
nmmnnz “RAVENS—Signed RB_Jamel
ced RB Musa Smith on injured re-

LAND BROWNS—Placed OT Ryan

—Released CB Lenny
Willams. Sgned TE Sean Ryan from the prac-

tice squad,
MIAMI DOLPHINS—Signed QB Jason Gar-

"PITTSBURGH _ STEELERS Re-signed WR
ctyis Docting. Released RB pante brown,

KS—
Walter. Skined LB Tony onaid o the prac:
tice sqad.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Placed DT An-

RB mart, from the” practicesquad;
S\gned ST Keith “Wrighe £ She pratice

WASHINGTON REDSKINS—placed L8 Mike
Barrow o injured reserve. Signed LB Chris
Clemons from Cleveland's practice squad.

NFLE— Granted an expansion franchise to
Hamburg, Germany,
ORTH _ CAROLINA STATE—Announced

N
men's basketball F Adam Simons will trans-
fer after the fall semester.
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Fourth Pacer implicated by video

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Po-
lice have determined that a
fourth Indiana Pacer, reserve cen-
ter David Harrison, was involved
in the brawl during last Friday
night’s Indiana-Detroit game.

Police Lt. James Manning said
footage of the fight shows it was
Harrison who punched John Ack-
erman, 67, in the stands. Acker-
man claimed in a lawsuit filed
Tuesday that it was Indiana’s Jer-
maine O’'Neal who hit him.

ESPN provided the NBA with
footage from the broadcast, and
the league issued a statement say-
ing it decided not to suspend Har-
rison because of the circumstanc-
es in the exit area at the time the
players were attempting to leave
the floor. Harrison, however, was

shown in video footage throwing
a punch in the stands as he and
other players headed toward the
locker room.

Todd Weglarz, one of the law-
yers representing Ackerman,
said he hadn’t seen the videotape
purportedly showing Harrison at-
tacking his client, but was consid-
ering filing a subpoena to obtain a
copy. He said there were no plans
to drop O'Neal as a defendant.

O’Neal was suspended for 25
games for his role in the brawl,
Stephen Jackson for 30, and Ron
Artest, the first to bound into the
stands and begin punching fans,
for the rest of the season. Police
have not been able to talk to any
of the Pacers, Manning said.

The fight among spectators and
players broke out near the end of
Friday’s game after a dispute on

the court over a foul. A fan hurled
a drink at Artest, who then
charged into the stands and
began beating a man he thought
had done it.

The man attacked by Artest,
Mike Ryan, of Clarkston, has re-
tained a lawyer, but has not decid-
ed yet whether to sue. Others hurt
in the fight have filed suits
against the Pacers, individual
players and The Palace.

“Artest attacked him and wrong-
fully so,” Ryan’s lawyer, Todd
Flood, said Wednesday. “My cli-
ent was truly an innocent victim.”

anning said Crimestoppers
has offered a reward to
$1,000 for information on the
ﬁgm and the man wi W a
chair that struck several people‘

he Pistons also have offere

$1,000 reward, team spokesman
Matt Dobek said.

[ NBA scorehoard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB
Toroto 6 7 462 -
5 6 455 —
Ph\ladelphla 5 6 455 —
Boston 4 6 4o Ve
New Jersey s 200 2
n
T s
4 600 1%
4 600 1%
8 200 5%
5 i
Central Division
37 -
4 636 1
6 4

300
1 9000 6

Western Conference

Southwest Division
L Pct GB
San Antonio 3.75%0 -
Dallas 5 615 1%
Houston 7 462 3%
Memphis 7 417 4
New Orleans 9 100 7
Northwest ivision
Seattle 112 846 -
Minnesota 4 600 3%
Utah 5 583 3%
Denver 5 a5 4
Portland 5 .54 4
Pacific
Phoenix 833 -
Sacramento 6%
L.A. Lakers 583 3
LA Clippers a5 4
Golden State 3 8 2713 6%
inesday's games
Cleveland 92 Detroit 76
Toronto 114, New Y
hiladely ma 110, Boston 97
and 89, Orlando 83
liami 99, Atlanta 93
ittle 93, Memphis 84
an Antonio 94, Dallas 80
hicago 101, Utah 99
hoenix 111, Milwaukee 104
Thursday’s games
Minnesota at Indiana
iew Jersey at LA. Clippers
ashmqtun zi Phlﬂide%ama
rl ndu a! A(Iznta
leveland at Boston
mi at Detro
harlotte at Indiana
lemphis at Minnesota
jouston at Utaf
an Antonio at
lew Orleans at Phoenix
ew Jersey i seatle,
acramento a
Clippers, a( Gu\den S(ate
aturd: Y ‘games
Toronto at New York
tlanta at Charl
hiladelphia zt Or\andﬂ
hicago at Cleveland
llas at Memphis.
tah at San Antonio
enver at Houston
etroit at Milwaukee
Wednesday
Raptors 114, Knicks 91
IEW YORK — T.Thomas 2-5 0-0 4, K.Tho-
as 3-5 3 imed 9-14 7-8 25, Craw-
ford 3-14 0-0 7, Marbury 10-16 4-4 25, Hard-

iTo 614 3-3 16, Bosh 3-8 5-10
0ts 35 0-0.6, Carter 913 2.2 2, Alston
38009, Palacio 6- 66 18, Peterson 4-9 0-0'

Arauio 02 00,0, Bonner €9 0.0 12 LMurray
34229 Sow1:30:02. Totals 4484 1833 114
N — o1
Toror 32 15114

33
ToretSoint Goals—New York 313 (Var.
bury 1:3, Crawford 1.7, Brewer 0-1, T.Thomas
0-2), Toronto 8-14 (Alston 3-5, Carter 2-4,
Unrray 111, peterson 1-2. Rogé 1.2, Fouted
out—None. Rebounds—New York 51 (Mo-
hammed 14), Toronto 49 (Woods 10). As-

—New York 14 (Marbury 8), Toronto 24
(Pa\acm 7). Total fouls—New York 21, Toron-
0 21. A—18,192 (19,800).

76ers 110, Celtics 97

BOSTON — elsch 3-4 6.0 7, LaFrentz 3.9
1:2 7, Blou 0 8, Payton 1-4 0-0 2,
Fierce £7816 1252 R Davls 0181223, Jef:
ferson 2-5 0-0 4, Banks nsi68
leWeCarty 3555 borking 02 0.3, oo
T35 36,65 1626 7.
— Korver 4-

6 0-0 4, Thomas 1-2 0-0 2. Tofals
28110,

18 34 21 24-

delphi 38 30 38 foo1do
Three-Point. Goals—Boston 613 (Roavis
23, memezﬁ Welsch 11 McCarty 1.5, Pay-
on 0-2, delphia’ 8-20
(J.Dayis 3- 4 Korver3 e. Salmur\s I 5 Guoda:

Ia 13, Gre n 0-3). Fouled out-
45" (Plerce,
LaFrentz 10). Philadelphia 48 (lguodala 9). AS:

gits- Bostan 22 (Plerce 5), Philadelphia 24
(iverson 10), Total fouls—Boston 25, Philadel-
DB A 14961 (30

Cavaliers 92, Pistons 76

ETROIT - Prince 2.7 00 4 Mcyess 310
Wallace 41522 11 Blups 2622 1,
Hammon 10-46.6-10 28 Campbell 15 4-4 6,
0, Parker 0-13-4 3, LHunter 2-3

zze co|7er3an 1-32-2 4, Milicic 0:00-00. To-

ames 1522 111243, Good-

224 jauskas 2-11 2-2'6, Mcinnis
147758 whlie 27004, Traylor 2-32-46,
Bi0p 0-10-00; Snow 1-2 34 5, Harrls 12002

Wobner 13685 adisen T 1T & Torals
327122279,
wolt nRzu-T

thee o * Goals- nevm«zs(amupsl %
Wallace 1-4, Pri 0.2)
Cidlalang 63 rciants 360 sarees %23

d 21 (James,
5). Total fouls—Detroit 25, Cleveland 22.
A"19,192 (20562).

lups 6, Clevelan: Mclnnis, Snow

Trail Blazers 89, Magic 83

— Abdur-Rahim 612 0-0 12, Ran-

4

-2 10, Van Ex @l 38006, Patterson 36121,

Prayblia -:00-00. Totals 36.91 1417
ORLANDO 131

1, Cato 37
4 S35 T 11 Tirkoy 1020 9.4 37 a
1-40-02, Nelson 3-7 0-06, Garrity 1-40°02.
tals 3585 8-14 83.

Port 15 26 25 23-89
r: 232118 21-83
Three-Poi Is—Portland 10
(Stoudami rson 12, Van Exel 0-2),
Orlando 5-13 (urkoglu 57, Gartty 01, Nelsor
0-2, Fran led out—None. Rebound-
o and ur-Rahim 1), Orlando

52 into 53 i 5o Tt Touioberiang
13, Orlando 17. A~13,438 (17,248).

Heat 99, Hawks 93

MIAMI - Rautler 060:2, Haslem §-1256
810 59 21, Wade 1217 76 31,

-4 6, Barry 2-4 0-0 5,
VcCoy 23 1:2 5, Delk 3-12 6-6 13, 1. 5mith 1:3
224, Totals 32:82 22:28 3.
2419 28 28-99
293
Three-Point Goals—Miami 4:14" (D.
37 S.Anderson 1t1 Wade 0.1, Faa‘uuero 2
okt

jone. Rebound: 7 (O'Neal 9).
Atlanta 25 (Hanngton o). ASsists- Mami 24
(Wade 11), Atlanta 21 '(KAnderson, Har-
rington 6). Total fouls —Miami 24, Atlanta 23.
Technical—Miami Defensive Three Se
A—14,590 (19,445).

Sonics 93, Grizzlies 84

SEATTLE — Evans 2-3 1~ 4 5 I.ewls 11-234-4
e

2.84-4 8, Fortson 1-1 3-45, Collisor
Wilkins 00 0-0 0, Cleaves 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
31762732 93.
MPHIS — Batier 5-11 1
3-4 9, Wright 3-6 4-6 10, Wi
Wels 31044 10, Humphrey 1:5 3 o5 ones
37006, Miller Watson 2-43-6 7,
Teakal e 3533 . Totals 28, S8
Seattle B0

12.Cardnal 39

mphis F3A
Heee) Point Goals—Seattle 4-21 et
2:4, Allen 1-6, Lewis 1-7, Daniels 0-1, Rad-
mancwcnSL Mempm 5213 Gattier 14 i)
iams 1-5, n 0-1, Hum,
ol Janesl)l Wen oL carmnam iy

Yechmca\s—lan}es Wiliams, Teakands, car-

Spurs 94, Mavericks 80

| DALLAS ~ Nowitzki 7188923, Howard 38
7, Dampier 0-4 16 1, Harris 40 4-5 1.
Baniil 34006, Terry 3% 007 Stacknouse
4-146-6 15, Booth 1-4 0-02, Henderson 3-4 1-1
A B{fﬂe 4,01 000, Dickau 0-0 00 0. Totals

NI — Bowen 47 12 10, Duncan
o 310 BT Nesieront 3502 5, Ginopili 26
03 4, Parker 510 46 15, Bary 44 33 12
Rose 210 2.2 6, Brown 0-41° 1, Massenburg
0152, Udih 25.0:0 5, Horry 2:5 1 6, Wilke
0-00-0 0. Totals 33-78 23-37 94,

allas 17

Goals—Dallas 3-9 (Noy
. Stackhcuse T, Terry 13, Harris o
Howard 0-2), San Antonio 5-12 (Barry 1.1,
uarmx Bowen 12, Parker 1-3,Horry L3, G-
Fouled out—None. Rel

O 0520 (Nowiiz 1D, San Anton
{Duncan 13), Assists-—Dallzs 8 (banisie,
TG <o Anvonto 2 (barker 9 Tcta\
fouls=ballas 26, San Antonlo 25. A~16,

Bulls 101, Jazz 99

HICAGO — Nocioni 2-52-3 6, Deng 4-103-3
11, Davis 2-3 55 9, Hinrich 3-11 10-12 17,
Duhon 36 1 4:4 22, Griffin

-1 8, Gordon 7-15
01000, Curry & 135 621, Chandler 1-45-67.
Totals 308 35401

UTAH — Kln\enko £124520, Boozer 17
4818 Collns 13 04 2 Arrojo 57 12 8
§4555
chamn 1 503 Total2 367 77 zs %,
215101

gell -
4,Bor-

e

Three-p: chicags e (Bordon

o7 Beham i, e S Deng0-2, ), Utah 25
enko o1, Giricel

15 Curry. Kirilenko, B

3 (Chandler 7, Utah 55
(Sooser 19 Assms—cmcago 17 (inich §),
Utah 24 (Arroyo 8). Total fouls—Chicago
Olah 35, {amat Chlcago Betonsive Thres
Second. A—18,563 (19,911).

Suns 111, Bucks 104
2 0-0

UKEE — Van Horn
-15 2:3 20, Gadzuric 1-4

nds
17 (M.William:
Total fouls—Milwakee 21, Phoenix 18, Tech-

9, Phoeni 21 (Nash 12)

nical—Milwaukee Defensive Three Second.
A=15,088 (18,422).

In message to Brown,
James has 43 points

The Associated Press

If LeBron James was sending a
post-Olympics message to Larry
Brown, he wouldn’t admit it.

Perhaps trying to prove Brown
was wrong to bench him in
Greece, James scored a ca-
reer-high 43 points to lead the
Cleveland Cavaliers to a 92-76 vic-
tory over the Detroit Pistons on
Wednesday night.

“I just go out and play my

NBA
roundup

Olympics, Brown sat James, who
had never spent so much time on
the bench and didn’t enjoy being
a cheerleader. James averaged
just 5.4 points in 11.4 minutes in
eight games as the U.S. team set-
tled for a bronze medal.

“He didn’t say anything to us,
but I think he wanted to stick it to
him,” Cavs guard Jeff McInnis
said. “I think in the back of his
mind that's what he wanted to
do.”

James gave Brown a thank you
card before the game for sending
a baby gift following the birth of
his son. Not much later, James
sent another message to Detroit’s
coach by scoring 14 points in the
first quarter.

“I'd say he’s a better player,”
Brown said. “I was proud of him.
He took one bad shot. It’s as good
a performance as I've seen.”

The NBA’s reigning rookie of
the year scored 21 points in the
first half and 12 in the third quar-
ter when he assisted on Cleve-
land’s two other field goals. In the
fourth, after Detroit pulled within
10, James made consecutive
three-pointers before being taken
out with 2:03 left to a rousing ova-
tion and the Cavaliers up 87-71.

Richard Hamilton scored 28
points for Detroit.

Bulls 101, Jazz 99: At Salt
Lake City, rookie Ben Gordon
scored 22 points, including four
free throws in the final minute, to
help Chicago avoid an 0-10
record that would have been the
worst in franchise history.

Gordon also drew a charging
foul on Matt Harpring in the clos-
ing minutes to help the Bulls be-
come the final NBA team to win
its first game.

Eddy Curry lost his starting
spot but had 21 points before foul-
ing out. Andrei Kirilenko scored
20 points to lead the Jazz.

Spurs 94, Mavericks 80: Tim
Duncan scored 27 points and the
Spurs held Dallas to 3-for-17
shooting in the fourth quarter to
win their 18th straight regu-
lar-season home game.

Dirk Nowitzki, listed as doubt-
ful after spraining his left ankle
Sunday in Denver, had 23 points
and 11 rebounds in 35 minutes.

76ers 110, Celtics 97: At Phil-
adelphia, Allen Iverson had 28
points and 10 assists and Josh
Davis moved into the starting line-
up and added a season-high 19
points to help the 76ers snap a
three-game losing streak.

Bulls guard Ben Gordon scored
22 points and made some clutch
plays in the fourth quarter to help
Chicago earn its first victory.

Davis, the CBA’s most valuable
player last season with the Idaho
Stampede, started ahead of veter-
an Kenny Thomas and logged 26
minutes. He scored 11 straight
Philadelphia points in the third
quarter, including consecutive
threes

Raptors 114, HKnicks 91:
Vince Carter scored 22 points and
backup point guard Milt Palacio
had a season-high 18 points and
seven assists for the Raptors at
home.

Trail Blazers 89, Magic 83: At
Orlando, Fla, Zach Randolph
scored 20 of his 27 points after
halftime and Damon Stoudamire
had 16 points and eight assists.

Randolph twice hit tie-break-
ing baskets in the final three min-
utes and his free throws with 34
seconds remaining put the game
away.

Heat 99, Hawks 93: Dwyane
Wade had 31 points and 11 assists
and had the most spectacular de-
fensive play of the night in Atlan-
ta. He just missed the first t
ple-double of his career, also pull-
ing down eight rebounds.

Shaquille O’Neal and Udonis
Haslem each had 21 points for
Miami, which went ahead to stay
when O’Neal dunked off a pass
from Wade with 5:51 remaining.

SuperSonics 93, Grizzlies 84:
Rashard Lewis had 27 points and
11 rebounds and Ray Allen added
20 points despite a poor shooting
night in Memphi

Seattle, which shot poorly and
never led in the first half, started
connecting in the third period.
The Sonics were 14-for-22, includ-
ing 3-for-4 from three-point
range, to build a 14-point lead.

Suns 111, Bucks 104: In
Phoenix, Shawn Marion had 23
points and 12 rebounds and Steve
Nash had 22 points and 12 assists,
helping the Suns win their sea-
son-high sixth straight game.
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Playoff format
brought new
level of drama
to Nextel Cup

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The
most popular driver opened the
year with a win in the biggest
race of them all, and the most
hated driver closed the season by
taking home the only trophy that
really matters.

Somewhere between Dale
Earnhardt Jr.’s victory at the sea-
son-opening Daytona 500 and
Kurt Busch’s championship-win-
ning performance in the finale, a
new era began for NASCAR.

The 2004 season was one of rad-
ical changes: First-year chairman
Brian France introduced a new se-

Kurt Busch, often the target of jeers from NASCAR fans, proved his

detractors wrong by wi

But mostly, Busch isn’t Junior.
The over ing fan favorite,

ries sponsor and a playoff-struc-
tured new points system, and he
continued to push his sport to the
West Coast by shifting races out
of the South.

It was also a season of sadness:
Rick Hendrick, one of the most
powerful car owners in NASCAR,
lost friends, family and employ-
ees when his company plane
crashed en route to an Oct. 24
race, killing all 10 aboard.

The tragedy marred what
should have been one of the most
successful seasons in NASCAR
history. The points race was the
closest ever and wasn’t decided
until the last lap of Sunday’s race
at Homestead-Miami Speedway.

But when Jeff Gordon and Jim-
mie Johnson failed to give Hen-
drick the title, it was impossible
to mask the disappointment felt
across the garage.

“It put a whole different mean-
ing on the championship for us.
We wanted it for Hendrick Motor-
sports,” said Gordon, who fin-
ished third in the standings. “We
knew how much it would mean
for us to stand up on that stage in
New York and honor those guys
as champions, Jimmie or myself,
which ever one could get 1( done.

“It's a di mat-

Earnhardt gave his supporters
hope this would be the year he
would win his first championship.
He won the Daytona 500 — the
one race his late father truly cher-
ished — in dominating fashion.

The next nine months didn’t go
as well for him:

m He admitted intentionally
spinning at Bristol to get a cau-
tion that would help his strug-
gling car.

W He was seriously burned

&k This year has been
one of the better
years for
competing for a
championship.

. There are
more positives
than negatives.¥?

Jimmie Johnson

Nextel Cup runner-up

when he crashed a sports car in

ter what, knowing that we had an
opportunity to do something real-
ly special like that.”

In the end, Busch beat Johnson
for the title by eight points. Gor-
don was 16 back.

It wasn’t a popular ending, with
Busch, the series outcast, hoisting
the first Nextel Cup trophy.

Busch doesn’t really fit in with
his rivals — he looks as if he
should be playing with a chemis-
try set, not wrestling with a
3,400-pound stock car — and he
has a propensity to use big words,
albeit incorrectly. That’s made
him somewhat of a misfit through-
out the garage.

event that
caused him to lose ground in the
points race.

W He cursed in a Victory Lane
interview at Talladega in Octo-
ber, costing him 25 points and cre-
ating an uproar over NASCAR’s
off-track policing.

In the end, lt was all too much

fin-

ning the Nextel Cup championship.

points races, France overhauled
the system and created a 10-driv-
er, 10-race playoff. Fans hated
what they considered manufac-
tured drama, but with five driv-
ers eligible to win the title in the
season-ending race, France was
thrilled.

Although some things didn’t
change — the guy who won the
most races (Johnson, with eight
victories) — still didn’t win the
title.

But in the end, Johnson had
stopped criticizing the system
after a year of pointing out its
faults.

“This year has been one of the
better years for competing for a
championship,” he said. “I look at
that and I think that that is going
to be good for the years to come.
There are more positives than
negatives.

“I think that in the end it will be
better for everybody.”

The points race was just one of
the many major changes France
ushered in.

He introduced Nextel as the
new series sponsor after Winston
ended its longtime partnership,
and he settled a lawsuit seeking a
second race for Texas Motor
Speedway by shaking up the
schedule.

France gave Texas a spring
race by closing North Carolina
Speedway, then continued to shift
to the West by ending the South-
ern 500 at Darlington Raceway in
favor of a second race in Phoenix.

France also lifted the liquor ad-
vertising ban, opemng the door
like Crown Royal,

hhed a dlstdnt flﬁh in the aldnd-
ings.

Fans were angered by that, too.
Under the former points system,
used for more than two decades,
Junior would have finished third,
behind Gordon and Johnson.

But after years of ho-hum

whose logo will be displayed on
Busch’s car beginning next year.
He approved the
green-white-checkered flag fin-
ish after fans nearly rioted at Tal-
ladega in April because Gordon
was awarded the win for being in
front of Earnhardt when a cation
came out with three laps to go.

Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s season got off to a promising start with a victory in

the Daytona 500, but his titi

‘When the fans littered the tack
with beer cans and other debris,
France knew he had to allow rac-
ing to the finish.

But he also allowed a petty bat-
tle to brew through the summer
over a bottle of PowerAde atop
winners’ cars. It was a conflicting
sponsorship agreement between
several drivers and NASCAR,
and when the Gatorade-linked
drivers refused to be photo-
graphed with the Coca-Cola asso-
ciated blue PowerAde bottle, a
battle of wills broke out.

Johnson, Gordon, Ryan New-
man and Matt Kenseth won 12 of
the first 22 races and all knocked
the bottle off their cars. NASCAR
told them to stop, then fined
Johnson when he covered the bot-
tle instead.

Gordon caused a flap a week
later for never even dnvmg to Vic-
tory Lane after his win in India-
napolis, a perceived intentional

le hopes faded in the last few races.

avoidance of the PowerAde bot-
tle.

By September, the oversued
bottle seemed to
wasn’t so noticeable anymore in
Victory Lane.

The changing of the guard also
began, with Mark Martin and
Rusty Wallace announcing that
2005 will be their final seasons,
and Terry Labonte scaling back
to 10 races next year.

It's the first of an expected
wave of retirement, with 40-some-
things Ricky Rudd, Dale Jarrett,
Sterling Marlin and Kyle Petty
also nearing the end.

But right behind them is a
wave of youngsters, led by rookie
of the year Kasey Kahne, who fin-
ished second five times this sea-
son.

Busch Series champion Martin
Truex Jr. and runner-up Kyle
Busch will be full-time Cup driv-
ers next season, filling seats no
longer open to aging drivers.

NASCAR final driver standings

1. Martin Truex Jr.

2. Kyle Busch

3. Greg Biffle 4,564
4. Ron Honaday Jr. 4,258
5. Mike Bliss. 4,115

1. Bobby Hamitton 3,624
2. Dennis Setzer 3,578
3. Ted Musgrave 3,554
4. Carl Edwards 3,493
5. Matt Crafton 3,379

6,326

4,088
4,082
8. Ashton Lewis Jr. 3,892
9. Kenny Wallace 3,851
10. David Stremme 3,738

6. David Starr 3,208
7. Jack Sprague 3,167
8. Travis Kvapil 3,152
9. Steve Park 3,138
10. Chad Chaffin 3,122
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NFL

scoreboard

American Conference

East
wLT
New England 910 ¢
N.Y. Jets 730
Buffalo 460
Miami 190
south
ndianapois 730
Jacksonville 640
Houston 460
Tennessee 460
North
Pittsburgh 910 ¢
Baltimore 730
Cincinnati 460
Cleveland 370
West
730
0 730
Kansas City 370
Oakland 370

400 146 210
700 339 230

300 177 208
700 233 167
700 285 19
300 276 265
300 182 270

National Conference

East
Philadelphia
N.Y. Glants

wwnoS

Dalias
Washington
sou

Ed

carolina
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Minnesota
Chicago
Detroit

H

Seattle
St. Louis

San Francisco
Thursday
Indianapolis at Detroit
Chicago at Dallas
Sunday’s games
Tennessee at Houston
Washington at Pmsburg;\

Loonn

fiami at San Frar
aitimore at New England
akiand at bepver
londay’s game
St Lous at Groen Sy
Sunday, Dec. 5
Arizona at Detroit

ashington
Green Bay at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville

Dallas at Seattle

300 172 282
300 131 178

400 208 194

300 196 222
600 256 230

400 183 216
600 230 185
500 220 254
400 177 214
1100 175 296
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Falcons hunting
for fourth banner

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. —
Championships are a rarity
around these parts.

The Atlanta Falcons have three
banners hanging from the roof of
the Georgia Dome — two for divi-
sion titles, another for their lone
NFC crown in 1998.

Barring a major collapse,
they’ll have to make room for an-
other.

With six games to go, the Fal-
cons (8-2) lead the NFC South by
four games. They can clinch the
division by beating New Orleans
on Sunday and Tampa Bay the fol-
lowing week.

“We'd be lying if we told you
we didn’t look to see where we
are. Sure, we look at it,” defensive
tackle Chad Lavalais said after
practice Wednesday. “But we're
not consumed by it. We know
where we’re at and how we got
there.”

The Falcons had been in the
league 15 seasons when they won
their first division title in 1980.
Eighteen years passed before
they claimed their second, a
springboard to the only Super
Bowl appearance in franchise his-

ory.
Now, No. 3 is right in their

“Sure, winning the division is
one of our goals,” cornerback
Kevin Mathis said. “But that’s not
our ultimate goal. Our ultimate
goal is to be in the Super Bowl.”

Coach Jim Mora, who has done
amasterful job of reviving a team
that went 5-11 last season, refuses
to acknowledge the Falcons’ com-
fortable position in the standings.

He hasn’t talked about it with
the players and doesn’t see any
need to bring it up.

“I don’t believe there’s anyone
in this organization who feels like
we've accomplished a dang
thing,” Mora said. “We have not
assured ourselves a playoff berth.
We have not wrapped up the divi-
sion. We have not gotten our-
selves a first-round bye. We have
not gotten ourselves a home

game. We have not gotten
home-field advantage. All we've
done is win enough games to be in
first place with six to go.”

Still, the Falcons have put them-
selves in an enviable position.

The schedule is favorable, with
the next five games against teams
with losing records — New Or-
leans (4-6), Tampa Bay (4-6), Oak-
land (3-7), Carolina (3-7) and
New Orleans again. Atlanta clos-
es the season at Seattle (6-4), but
that could be a game that mainly
determines playoff positioning.

The Saints are more focused on
a wild-card berth than trying to
catch the Falcons.

“There’s an opportunity for us,
but it's going to be tough,” New
Orleans  quarterback  Aaron
Brooks said. “We would have to
run the table and recelve some
help along the way.”

With a solid hold on the divi-
sion, the Falcons can work to-
ward getting a first-round bye in
the playoffs. They need to finish
in the top two of the NFC, current-
Iy holding the second spot behind
East-leading Philadelphia (9-1).
No other team is within two
games of Atlanta, The Falcons’
last playoff appearance came two
years ago, when they sneaked in
as a wild card. They became the
first visiting team to win a postsea-
son game at Green Bay’s Lam-
beau Field, but lost the following
week at Philadelphia.

With that in mind, tight end
Alge Crumpler hopes the Falcons
get to play at least one playoff
game at the Georgia Dome. Two
would be even better.

“I know how our crowds have
been this season. If we can get
some home games in the playoffs,
just imagine what kind of excite-
ment there would be,” Crumpler
said. “If anyone gets complacent,
T'll be the first one to make sure it
doesn’t happen.”

Crumpler also is aware of an-
other little tidbit that might work
in the u)m favor if they win
their diy

Since reallgnmenl the NFC
South has produced two stralght

AP

Bucs wide receiver Joe Jurevicius pulls in a touchdown pass last Sun-
day. The soft-spoken receiver is excited about his 3-month-old daugh-
ter and eager to help the Buccaneers turn their season around.

Jurevicius enjoying
his second chances

BY FRED GOODALL
The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Joe Jurevicius
kneels in the end zone before
each game, writes his late son’s
first initial in the turf and re-
minds himself how fortunate he is
to have a second chance to be a fa-
ther and a football player.

Tampa Bay's soft-spoken re-
ceiver is back after being side-
lined nearly a year by injuries.

e’s excited about his

3-month-old daughter and eager
to help the Buccaneers turn their
season around.

“It's very gratifying. You real-
ize how much you love this game
when you're away from it,” Jurev-
icius said.

“On one hand you realize you
won't be able to play forever. On
the other hand, you want to play
as long as you can. When you
have injury after injury, stem-
ming from one injury, it plays
with your mind.”

An extremely private guy who
briefly opened his life to the pub-
lic when his son was born with a
disease dur-

Bay in 2002 and Caruhna laal
ea

“Tve not really thought about
this season in terms of our
long-term history,” Crumpler
said. “But I know the last couple
of years, our division winner has
had great success getting to the
big game. It seems like there’s a
mojo running through our divi-
sion. We’d like to be part of it.”

ing Tampa Bay’s Super Bowl run
two years ago, Jurevicius was
poised to have a breakout season
in 2003 before a torn knee liga-
ment shut him down in the sec-
ond game.

When he tried to come back too
soon, he hurt the knee again and
had surgery. Six months later, he
developed a back problem that
also required surgery and forced
him to sit out the first six games
of this season on the re-

g

e

e Rinae

5 quallty pran eh'

. on the W
&nres.. on
Check it out. tl

Yokaham;

football injury list.

He never doubted he’d return
and be a productive player again.

“The one thing I've learned is
you've got to remain positive.

Things don’t always go your
way,” said Jurevicius, who adjust-
ed the way he walked after knee
surgery and is convinced that's
what created his back problems.

“For whatever reason, I didn’t
have a roadblock, I had a building
in my path. I had to be patient. I
had to work around things and
stay focused on what I wanted to
do — and that was to get better
and get on the field.”

The Bucs (4-6) are 3-1 since he
returned, and the 29-year-old is
coming off a five-catch, two-touch-
down performance in a 35-3 rout
of San Francisco. The TDs were

his first since he scored two in
last year’s season opener at Phila-
delphia.
He celebrated one score
against the 49ers by giving the
to an Air Force captain stand-

ing behind the end zone. He did a
little jig after the other TD, but
kept the ball with plans with paint
it pink and give it to his daughter,
Caroline, born during  training

amp.

“To me, my family is my priori-
ty. It’s not football, family. It's
famlly, football,” Jurevicius said.

be lying if I said one
d:dn 't motivate the other.”

The initials “MWJ” are tat-
tooed on the receiver’s left biceps
in memory of his late son, Micha-
el William, who was born during
the playoffs in January 2003. The
infant died a few weeks after the
Bucs beat Oakland in the Super

Last Sunday, he felt his son was
with him when he scored against
the 49ers.

“P've got an angel upstairs,” Ju-
revicius said. “Michael’s my man.
I always write the initial of his
first name in the end zone before
each game just so he can come
for a ride with his dad.”

The Bucs hope last Sunday’s
performance is a sign of things to
come. A big, physical receiver
with a knack for gaining yards
after the catch, Jurevicius has 11
receptions for 149 yards in four
games.

And he’s excited about the pros-
pect of being more involved in the
offense down the stretch.

Jurevicius hurt his knee in a col-
lision with teammate Mike Alsto-
tt, who injured his neck on the
play and later had surgery for a
herniated disk. The six-time Pro
Bowl fullback got a close-up view
of what the receiver went through
to get back on the field.

“Alot of guys would have quit,”
Alstott said.

But thoughts of his children
wouldn't let him, Jurevicius said.

The receiver noted doctors orig-
inally told him and his wife that
Michael would only live 72 hours.
Instead, the infant battled his ill-
ness for more than two months.

“He never gave up. There are
certain lessons to be learned from
that,” he said. “A lot of them, I'll
never let out. A lot of things that
happened are personal, and I'm
going to keep them that way.”
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Dolphins discuss Williams

Team split on star’s return

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Just when the Miami
Dolphins thought they were done talking
about Ricky Williams, news of the wayward
running back’s imminent return to the NFL
put him back in his former teammates’
thoughts Wednesday.

nd mot all of them were happy to be think-
ing and talking about whether Ricky will run
for the Dolphins again.

Even during a week away from South Flori-
da, the Dolphins couldn’t get away from the
specter of Williams, who stunned the team
with his abrupt retirement before training
camp. His departure precipitated Miami’s
freefall into its first losing season in 16 years,
leading to coach Dave Wannstedt’s resigna-
tion two weeks ago.

Defensive end Jason Taylor was among Wil-
liams’ harshest critics when the running back
walked away. When asked how Williams
‘might be welcomed back to Miami, Taylor es-
sentially bit his tongue.

“Idon’t know. Everybody is different,” Tay-
lor said. “Everybody has different opinions of
the situation. If it happens, then we’'ll deal
with it then, but everyone’s reaction is going
to be different.”

While the Dolphins (1-9) were holed up in a
San Francisco hotel this week preparing
Sunday’s game against the 49ers, Wllllams
was taking holistic medicine classes at a
school about 180 miles northeast of the Bay
Area— and his lawyer was working out a deal
to get Williams back in the league.

According to his lawyer, Williams hopes to
move from the retired list to the suspended
list Dec. 5, when he’ll serve his four-game sus-
pension for violating the league’s sub-
stance-abuse rules.

After that, he would be under contract to
Miami again — and the Dolphins would be
forced to decide whether to welcome back a
player who quit on them, or work out the best
trade possible for a talented player with seri-
ous drawbacks to potential suitors.

Or release Williams.

Given the Dolphins’ dismal season and non-
existent running game, most of the players
feel they’re in no position to pass judgment on
Williams — and not all of the Dolphins share
Taylor’s animus.

“As a teammate, I'd welcome him,” defen-
sive end David Bowens said. “I'm cool with it.
First, he owes an apology. It’s about his team-
mates. (But) I'm always a forgiver. It’s some-
thing for Rick and the guys upstairs. It’s obvi-
ously going to be after the season.”

The Dolphins never found an effective re-

13

Ricky Williams, leaving a college for holistic
medicine in Grass Valley, Calif., will begi
serving a four-game suspension on Dec. 5,
clearing the way for his return in 2005.

placement for Williams, who rushed for 3,225
yards in two seasons with Miami.

Sammy Morris has started the past five
games and is averaging 3.6 yards per carry,
while Travis Minor is hobbled by the sprained
ankle that sidelined him for five weeks. Mor-
ris missed the Dolphins’ practice on Wednes-
day with a rib injury.

49ers’ Erickson says his job is secure

From wire reports

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — With
a 1-9 record and persistent ru-
mors about his job security, San

Francisco 49%rs
coach  Dennis
Erickson  said
‘Wednesday that
team manage-
ment has as-
sured him his job is safe for 2005.

When asked if he had been told
he would be back next year, Erick-
son said: “Oh, yeah. I mean
there’s no question about that.
Like I've said, we have a
long-term plan and we go ahead
and go from there.”

But he immediately added:
“People can change their mind,
you know that. A lot of people
change their minds.”

Heading into Sunday’s home
game against the Miami Dol-
phins, Erickson is 8-18 since get-
ting a five-year, $12.5 million con-
tract before the 2003 season. His
NFLrecord is 39-51 (:433), includ-
ing a four-year stint with the Seat-
tle Seahawks.

The 49ers’ struggles this year
have much to do with the team’s
overhauled roster. General Man-
ager Terry Donahue bid farewell
to several veterans last offseason
as part of the team’s plan to han-
dle the salary cap and, with that
in mind, Erickson’s bosses have
determined the coach is not to
blame for what could be the worst
49ers season in history.

Owner John York, through
spokesman Sam  Singer, con-
firmed Erickson’s version of his
job status.

“That’s correct. There have
been zero discussions otherwise,”
Singer said.

During the weekend, reports re-
surfaced linking Erickson to the
vacancy at the University of
Washington. Quoting an anony-
mous source, profootballtalk.com

said Erickson was headed for
Washington and that the only
question was whether he would
finish the season or leave early to
get a head start on recruiting for
the Huskies.

Erickson has vehemently de-
nied interest in the Washington
opening, saying, “I'm going to fin-
ish this thing and do what I came
todo.”

A spokesman from the Univer-
sity of Washington said that the
school would not comment on its

coaching vacancy.
Leftwich will start vs. Vikings
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —

Byron Leftwich got the go-ahead
Wednesday from coach Jack Del
Rio to make his first start in three
weeks when the Jaguars play at
Minnesota on Sunday.

Leftwich has missed the past
two games with a knee injury.

“He was able to work in full
pads and moved around pretty
well,” Del Rio said following
Wednesday’s workout. “He threw
the ball accurately and made
good decisions. He basically
picked up where he left off a little
bit, so we're glad to see that.”

Holcomb gets nod for Browns

BEREA, Ohio — Cleveland
Browns quarterback Kelly Hol-
comb will get his first start of the
season Sunday against the Cincin-
nati Bengals, and injured Jeff Gar-
cia will be, at best, third on the
depth chart.

“By Sunday, he could be avail-
able to be a third,” Browns coach
Butch Davis said of Garcia. “Alot
will depend on how he responds
to treatment.”

Davis said he didn’t consider
going with rookie Luke McCown
and that he prefers to bring him
along slowly.

Garcia is listed as questionable
with a strained right rotator cuff
suffered during Sunday’s loss to

NFL injury update
Injuries to prominent NFLF layers, fol-
lowed by team's prognosis. (See Page 32
{f\r ‘comnle)( injury report provided by
e e
Raven: ama\ Lewis (sprained
ank\e) am orsin
ﬁ) 1s: LB Mlke Barrow. (knee) out
e
eahawlls QB Matt Hasselbeck (leg)
auesﬂcnahle
: WR P\ax\:o Burress (ham-
strmm nu( for Sunday.
Titans: RB Chris Brown (toe) question-

the New York Jets and was un-
able to practice Wednesday. Gar-
cia said his shoulder is too weak
and sore to throw.

“Whether I play on Sunday is
fully a question mark right now,”
Garcia said. “I have sprained and
strained some of the ligaments
and muscles around the joint in
my right shoulder. It has basical-
ly caused a weakening effect and
until those muscles and ligaments
strengthen and tighten up, it’s
just one of those things where the
strength is not even near 100 per-
cent.”

Raiders WR Porter intends

to test free-agent market

ALAMEDA, Calif. — With his
team almost certain to miss the
playoffs for a second straight
year and with plans to opt out of
his contract at the end of the sea-
son, Oakland Raiders wide receiv-
er Jerry Porter intends to get in
the marketing business.

His product? Himself.

“Every game is a free-agent au-
dition for me,” said Porter, who
leads the Raiders (3-7) in recep-
tions and yardage this season. “I
mean, I'm trying to go out and put
the best product T can put out
there on the field.”

A second-round draft choice in
2000, Porter spent his first four
years in the NFL as a well-paid
understudy to Tim Brown and
Jerry Rice. But when Brown was
released in the offseason and

Rice was sent packing to Seattle
during a midseason trade, the
door was open for Porter to as-
sume the No. 1 spot.

He has done that to a certain ex-
tent with 38 receptions for 523
yards and one touchdown. At that
pace, Porter will finish with ca-
reer-high marks for catches and
yardage.

Dolphins LB Thomas doubtful;
QB Feeley plans to play

SAN FRANCISCO — Miami
Dolphins linebacker Zach Tho-
mas is doubtful for their upcom-
ing game against the 49ers after
missing practice Wednesday with
a hamstring injury.

Thomas, a five-time Pro Bowl
selection, leads Miami with 131
tackles. He has made at least 11
tackles in every game.

Quarterback AJ. Feeley, who
played through a painful injury to
his back and buttocks last week in
Seattle, is listed as questionable,
but plans to play with the help of
pain-blocking injections.

Sage Rosenfels is the backup,
and the Dolphins signed veteran
Jason Garrett on Wednesday.

“Pm surprised how well it
went,” Feeley said after Wednes-
day’s practice. “It all worked out
right. Everything was crisp.
There’s no question about (start-
ing Sunday). ... I feel really bad
for (Fiedler). There’s no one on
this team who has more respect
for him than I do.”

Jets GM gets extension

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — New
York Jets General Manager
Terry Bradway received a
two-year contract extension
Thursday that will keep him in
the organization through 2007.

Bradway was unavailable for
comment Thursday but released
a statement in which he said, “We
have laid a foundation here we be-
lieve will be successful for years
to come.”

Three
players
back up
Clarett’s
claims

The Associated Press

Three former Ohio State
football players backed up
some of Maurice Clarett’s alle-
gations that players received
improper benefits while on the
team, ESPN.com reported
‘Wednesday night.

Carolina Panthers wide re-
ceiver Drew Carter, former
OSU linebacker Fred Pagac
Jr. and former Buckeyes full-
back Jack Tucker said in a
story posted on the Web site
that they knew of tutors who
completed homework for play-
ers. Carter said he was over-
paid for working odd jobs.

Ohio State athletic director
Andy Geiger and sports infor-
mation director Steve Snapp
did not immediately return
‘messages left by The Associat-
ed Press late Wednesday
night.

But Snapp told ESPN.com
he thought the story was “an-
other example of selective jour-
nalism on (ESPN’s) part and
an attempt to run an unbal-
anced story.”

Pagac’s father, Fred Sr., was
an assistant coach at Ohio
State for 19 years. Tucker was
an Academic All-Big Ten pick.

“There are always people
who will help you and cross
the line,” Pagac was quoted as
saying in the report. “I've per-
sonally seen it happen. You
had tutors who if you asked
them for help writing a paper
they’d end up writing it. You'd
go in and ask help about specif-
ics, and then it would end up
getting written.”

Carter told ESPN.com that
he “got paid quite a bit of
money for sweeping, cleaning
up stuff, doing like very, very
light work.”

In an mtervlew with ESPN

e Magazine earlier this
month, Clarett accused coach
Jim Tressel, his staff and
school boosters of arranging
for him to get passing grades,
cars, and thousands of dollars,
including for bogus summer
jobs.

The school denied the
claims, and some former play-
ers told ESPN they never saw
any wrongdoing in the Ohio
State program. Carter, Pagac
and Tucker told ESPN.com
they didn’t believe Tressel set
up Clarett with vehicles.

Clarett led Ohio State to the
national championship in 2002
as a freshman and hasn't
played football since then. He
was suspended for lying to in-
vestigators during an NCAA
probe of allegations that he re-
ceived improper benefits from
a family friend.
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[ College foothall schedule/statistics |

Weekend schedule Passing offense
Att Cp Yds Vds Pg
Texas Tech 545 356 3995 399,
Colorado (6-4) at Nebraska &5 Bowling Green 368 251 3217 1.
SOUTHWI 439 274 3573 324
LSU (8:2) at Arkansas (5- 482 210 3176 317
RS R S s 01 278 198 2788
45 224 3087
Arizona st. (6-2) at Arizona (2.8) B3 08
saturday, Nov. 27 7 259 3348 304
S5
James Madison (9-2) at Lehigh (9-2) E
T O TN
afayette (6-3) at Delaware e R
Memphis 73 at South Horida (45) oise st.
Jacksonville St (1) a Middle Tenn. St. 404 282
Wake Forest (4-6) at o y\a ey u-s) Western Mich. 431 259

302 180 21

s
Hamaton (10-1 at Willlam & Mary (9-2)

Kentucky (2-8) at Tennessee (8-2
Florida A&M (1) at Fa.nternational 2-6) Total defense
East Carolina (2-8) vs. N.C. State (4-6) at
Chariotie, NC. § Plays Yds Yds Pg
Virginia (8:2) at v\ na Tech (s 2) North Carolina St. 5 2295 229.5
Mississippi St. (3-7 1) Alabama 641 250 235
Grambiing o, (- St Soue 6 62 619 2502 250
cincinat Gy at Lousvile 51 Southern California 649 2664
B (7-3) at Southern Miss. Auburn 676 2937 261.
Seorgratech (& at Ceorgla 62) e Lrginia fech 696
Edward Waters (82) at Florida Atantic WS
. i a
(v Hampshire (92) at Georgia Southern  {OW8 o
MIDWEST california
Missouri (4-6) at lowa St. (6-4) Virginia
E. Washington (83) at 5. llinois (10-1) Missouri |
Kent St.

w. Kenluck{ ©2) a(( $am Houston . 92

Tula KRT

Texas quarterback Vince Young (left) tries to elude Oklahoma safety Donte Nicholson during the Sooners’
12-0 victory on Oct. 9. The Longhorns, who play rival Texas A&M, are seeking their first BCS bowl bid.

BCS race focuses on Texas

Longhorns hold key to Cal’s, Boise State’s bowl hopes

38)
Okianoma 8t (137 Taxas Tech (64)

Northwestem st (53)at Montans (62)
Fresno St . (

Boise St.

Notre
Northwestern (6:9) at Hawa 5.5)

Division I-AA playoffs

First Round
urday, Nov. 27

facksonvile State (6-D at Firman 9-2

1) at William & Mary (9-2)

e Medison (0.9 8t Lehigh (433

sellestern entucky (6-2 at Sam Houston v“i‘;dy‘"u“e(ghio) 7 s
irginia
Northweste‘z:‘ s@% &3 alt"mggtm f? 2) bsﬁs nall 350 1058 BY RALPH D. RUSSO beat Kansas two weeks ago and not playing last
Cafayetto (63 af Delaware (5.3 North Carolina St. 391 109 The Associated Press week. Cal’s BCS lead is solid but probably not insur-
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Bucs, A’s close on Kendall

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — All-Star catch-
er Jason Kendall would go from
the Pittsburgh Pirates to the Oak-
land Athletics for left-handers
Mark Redman and Arthur
Rhodes in a trade that was close
to being finalized Wednesday.

A baseball official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the
deal was near completion. And
Kendall’s agent informed Pirates
general manager Dave Littlefield
that the 30-year-old California na-
tive would waive his no-trade
clause to play for the A’s, a per-
son close to Kendall said, also on
condition of anonymity.

Damian Miller, who caught for
Oakland last season, was in Mil-
waukee for a news conference to
announce his $8.75 million,
three-year contract with the
Brewers. He took a physical, but
the news conference was can-
celed because Milwaukee’s team
doctors had scattered for the
Thanksgiving  holiday  and
weren’t available to read the re-
sults of an MRI exam on his right
shoulder.

“T can't tell you whether he’s
failed or passed the physical,”
general manager Doug Melvin
said, “because we haven’t fin-
ished the evaluation.”

In other free-agent news, clos-
er Bob Wickman decided to stay
with the Cleveland Indians, agree-
ing to a $2.75 million, one-year

contract. And the Minnesota
Twins got a veteran to back up
Joe Maer, agreeing to a $1.8 mil-
lion, two-year contract with catch-
er Mike Redmond.

In a minor trade of outfielders,
the Pirates acquired Antonio
Sucre from the soon-to-be Wash-
ington Nationals for J.J. Davis.

Kendall, an All-Star in 1996,
1998 and 2000, hit .319 with three
homers and 51 RBIs last season.
He is due to make $10 million in
2005, $11 million in 2006 and $13
million in 2007, the final three sea-
sons of the $60 million deal he
signed in 2001. The sides were dis-
cussing how much of the deal
Pittsburgh would assume, the offi-
cial said.

Redman went 11-12 with a 4.71
ERA and Rhodes was 3-3 with
nine saves and a 5.12 ERA for
Oakland last season.

Miller would be an upgrade of-
fensively and defensively for Mil-
waukee, which got a combined
215 batting average with eight
home runs and 47 RBIs out of
Chad Moeller and Gary Bennett
last season.

A native of West Salem, Wis.,
Miller hit .272 with 25 doubles,
nine home runs and 58 RBIs in

110 games with Oakland, and
committed only one error in 751
chances.

“With the Thanksgiving holi-
day, our team doctors are spread
all over the place. One’s on an air-
plane,” Melvin said. “We still
may be able to sign Damian Mill-
er. We just don’t want to jump in
until we've finished our medical
evaluation. We hoped to an-
nounce the deal. We just ran out
of time.”

‘Wickman, who missed 2003 fol-
lowing reconstructive elbow sur-
gery, returned to the Indians in
July and went 0-2 with a 4.25
ERA in 30 appearances, finishing
strongly. 35-year-old
right-hander Converled hislast 12
save chances.

Having filled one of their big-
gest needs, the Indians are now
expected to pursue a quality start-
er. Matt Clement, Jon Lieber,
Russ Ortiz and Matt Morris are
among those drawing interest.

“Certainly, this should give us
the ability to be agg'resswe in the
starting market,” general manag-
er Mark Shaplm said.

Redmond, who played the past
six-plus seasons with Florida, bat-
ted .256 with 15 doubles, two hom-
ers and 25 RBIs in 246 at-bats last
year. The Twins are no longer in-
terested in Henry Blanco, who
filled in capably at the position
when Mauer tore cartilage in his
left knee — and wound up playing
in just 35 games when recovery
from surgery took much longer
than expected.

Dodgers, Tracy agree
on two-year contract

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles
Dodgers manager Jim Tracy
agreed Wednesday to a two-year
contract following negotiations
that took longer than expected.

After Tracy guided the Dodg-
ers to their first playoff berth
since 1996, general manager Paul
DePodesta said he hoped an
agreement would be in place be-
fore baseball’s general manager
meetings began Nov. 9.

“Regardless of how long it
takes, the most important thing is
you end up with something that
both sides can live with,” Tracy
said Wednesday during a confer-
ence call. “I think that's where we
got to. However long it takes to
get it done, so be it.

“I didn’t really feel like it was
ever going to be a situation where

1 wouldn’t be manager of the
Dodgers. To me, it’s now behind
us and I'm looking forward to the
job in front of us and the task at
hand.”

Tracy’s previous deal expired
at the end of October.

The Dodgers had been the only
major league team without a man-
ager under contract.

“It never got contentious or any-
thing like that,” DePodesta said.
“It really ended up just being a
normal course of negotiation. Jim
wanted to be here, we wanted to
have him back. We all just felt
like it was a matter of time. No
one felt ].lke there was a sense of
urgency.”

The Dodgers were 356-292 dur-
ing Tracy’s first four years, in-
cluding 93-69 last season, their
best record since 1991. They lost
to NL champion St. Louis 3-1 in
the first round of the playoffs.
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Mickelson matches record

Golf in Poipu Beach, Haw:

ie putt on the 16th green during the final round of the PGA Grand Slam of

, on Wednesday. Mickelson shot 59, matching the low score in competitive golf,

but the score will not count in the PGA Tour’s records because the tournament is not an official event.

in a PGA Tour exhibition

BY JAYMES SONG
The Associated Press

POIPU BEACH, Hawaii —
Phil Mickelson turned his oppo-
nents into fans in the PGA Grand
Slam of Golf.

And ran away from them, too,
with a freewheeling 13-under 59.

“It was incredible,” top-ranked
Vijay Singh said. “After about the
12th or 15th hole, we were just
watching him.”

Coming off a two-week break
from golf, Mickelson capped his
breakthrough season with a
five-stroke victory and $400,000
payday Wednesday in the
two-day exhibition event for the
four major winners.

“When I force it at the majors
or at other tournaments, I'm not
going to get the best score," the
Masters champion said. “When T
kind of freewheel it, let my game
just kind of take care of itself, the
ball seems to find the hole.”

had an eagle and 11 bird-
ies in his bogey-free final round,
and putted just 24 times — 11 en
route to a tournament-record 28
on the front nine. He finished at
17-under 127 to match the tourna-
ment record on the oceanside
Poipu Bay course.

“It was certainly unexpected,”
he said. “I didn’t hit it great today
and somehow I shot 59. So go fig-
ure. It just all kind of came togeth-

T

“Ijust went out and just kind of
played and today, the ball went in
the hole. I don’t really have an ex-
planation for it.”

Mickelson even had a chance
for a 58, but barely missed a 9-foot
eagle putt on the final hole. He
tapped in for a birdie and smiled
as the gallery cheered wildly.

“To me, there’s not much differ-
ence between a 58 and 59,” he

said. “There’s a huge difference
between 59 and 60. So the last
putt, I didn’t really feel that much
pressure because I really didn’t
have to make it. I just wanted to
make sure I two-putted.”

Mickelson’s score will not
count in the PGA Tour’s records
because the Grand Slam is not an
official tournament. Al Geiberg-
er, Chip Beck and David Duval
are the only players to shoot 59 in
official PGA Tour events, Anmka
Sorenstam did it on the
Tour, and Shigeki Mamyama
had a 58 in qualifying for the
2000 U.S. Open.

Singh, a nine-time winner on
the PGA Tour this year, shot 66
to finish second. U.S. Open win-
ner Retief Goosen closed with a
68 for an 11-under total, and Brit-
ish Open champion Todd Hamil-
ton was last at 1-over after a 75.

“Phil’s round was pretty spec-
tacular,” Hamilton said. “T don’t
think I've ever seen a guy hole so
many putts.”

Mickelson’s previous competi-
tive career low was 61 in the 2001
Greater Hartford Open. His sea-
son low was 63 in the Bob Hope
Chrysler Classic.

In balmy and calm conditions
Wednesday, Mickelson struggled
off the tee — finding the rough,
sand and gallery — but he com-
pensated with masterful putting.

“I didn’t really feel sharp off
the tee,” he said. “When I got on
the green, boy, I was just able to
see the line and get the ball to go
in, which in all honestly has
never happened to me on Bermu-
da greens.”

The first-time major champion
can’t wait to return to Kauai.

“That’s the goal,” he said. “We
all want to get back here because
it means we've won a major.
That's what we're all shooting
for.”
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